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Devastating Fire Guts 40 Shops in Baghajatin’s Ramgarh Market
Another major fire has struck Kolkata, this time reducing the bustling Ramgarh Market in Baghajatin to ashes. At least 40 shops were completely gutted in the devastating
blaze. Although the fire has largely been brought under control, several pockets of flames are still being extinguished by firefighters. The exact cause of the fire is yet to be
confirmed, but initial investigations suggest that a short circuit in one of the tailoring shops may have triggered the incident. Overnight, traders suffered losses amounting to
several lakhs of rupees, leaving them deeply distressed. The fire broke out around 1:30 am on the early hours of Friday. Within minutes, flames engulfed large sections of the
Ramgarh Market. Locals first spotted the blaze and immediately alerted the fire department. Multiple fire tenders rushed to the spot and began firefighting operations. 8PG 3

Children wearing Argentina's jersey and holding Messi's posters celebrate ahead of the India tour of Argentina's footballer Lionel Messi,
in Kolkata on Friday.

"Don't Go Near BSF Posts"
Mamata warns amid SIR Row

MI News Service, Kolkata:In fiery
remarks targeting the Special Inten-

sive Revision (SIR) of voter lists in
poll-bound West Bengal, Trinamool
Congress leader and Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee asked women of
the state to be prepared with
kitchen tools if their names are
deleted during the voter list review.

"You will snatch the rights of
mothers and sisters in the name of
SIR? They will bring police from
Delhi during the election and intim-
idate mothers and sisters. Mothers
and sisters, if your names are struck
off, you have the tools, right? The

tools you use during cooking. You
have strength, right? You won't let it
pass if your names are cut, right?
The women will fight in the front,
and the men will be behind them,"
Mamata  Banerjee said She said she
wants to see who was more power-
ful: women or the BJP. "I don't be-
lieve in communalism. I believe in
secularism. Whenever the election
comes, the BJP tries to use money
and bring people from other states 

uu Continued on page 3

I don't believe in communal-
ism. I believe in secularism.
Whenever the election comes,
the BJP tries to use money
and bring people from other
states to divide people

‘’
CM Mamata Banerjee

Messi's India Tour set to dazzle, but without his 2011 football magic
MI News Service, Kolkata / Mumbai /
New Delhi  : Argentine superstar Li-
onel Messi's long-awaited return to
India, after a magical maiden visit
back in 2011, will be high on glitz but
low on actual football, promising a
spectacle that may not recapture the
raw sporting frenzy that once shook
the Salt Lake Stadium here. His
artistry in a competitive match will be
missing this time. It would be quite
unlike 2011 when more than 85,000
fans packed the stadium, some even
perched on terrace edges, to watch
Argentina edge Venezuela 1-0 in a
FIFA friendly. The eight-time Ballon
d'Or winner is not scheduled to play
serious football on the 'G.O.A.T. India
Tour 2025'. It is a fully promotional,
and commercially-curated event
which will begin on Saturday here
and wind up on Monday in New
Delhi. This time  Messi returns to
India for a high-profile, non-compet-
itive tour across Kolkata, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, and Delhi, featuring promo-

tional events, celebrity interactions,
and philanthropy. Fans anticipate
spectacle, though former footballers

critique the visit for lacking actual
football action and engagement 

Yet, for a city that once wor-

shipped Maradona, Pele, dazzled
Dunga and embracaed Ronaldinho,
the arrival of Messi even without foot-
ball is unmissable because Kolkata
cannot ignore him. The organisers
have opened 78,000 seats at the Salt
Lake Stadium with ticket prices going
up to Rs 7,000 for his barely 45-
minute appearance on Saturday
morning, raising questions on
whether the city will respond with the
same unrestrained passion. Messi
will spend less than 72 hours in India
but will traverse four metropolis —
Kolkata, Hyderabad, Mumbai and
Delhi — in what has increasingly
begun to resemble a high-profile
roadshow involving Chief ministers,
corporate heavyweights, Bollywood
celebrities and even a scheduled
meeting with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in Delhi. India’s Test and
ODI captain Shubman Gill, a self-con-
fessed Messi admirer, is also expected 

uu Continued on page 3

Artist Swapan Kumar Das draws a portrait of Argentine footballer and
2022 FIFA World Cup winning captain Lionel Messi ahead of his visit at
Salt Lake Stadiumin Kolkata, West Bengal. 

Former HM Shivraj 
Patil passed away, Rajya 

Sabha pays tributes

Mi News Service, New
Delhi :Rajya Sabha on Fri-
day paid tributes to former
Union Home Minister Shiv-
raj Patil, who passed away
this morning, with Chair-
man C P Radhakrishnan
saying that the country has
lost a respected parlia-
mentarian and an able ad-
ministrator.

Patil served as a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha,
representing the state of
Maharashtra, from 2004 to
2010. "I refer, with pro-
found sorrow, to the pass-
ing away of Shivraj Patil Ji,
a former member of this
house who passed away
today at the age of 90
years," Radhakrishnan
said during the Zero Hour
proceedings in the morn-
ing. The veteran Congress-
man and former Union
Home Minister passed
away at his home town
Latur in Maharashtra on
Friday morning. "The
country has lost an experi-
enced statesman, an able
administrator and a re-
spected parliamentarian.
We deeply mourn the pass-
ing away of Shri Shivraj
Patilji," Radhakrishnan
added. Members observed
a two minutes silence as a

mark of respect to the
memory of the departed.

"Born on October 12,
1935, Shivraj  Patil Ji was
an eminent public figure
who held several impor-
tant constitutional and
parliamentary positions
during his long and distin-
guished career. He served
as the 10th speaker of Lok
Sabha and later as the
Union Minister of Home
Affairs," Radhakrishnan
said. Patil also served as
the Governor of Punjab
and the administrator of
the Union Territory of
Chandigarh. "A dignified
and soft-spoken states-
man,  Shivraj Patil was
widely respected for his
deep understanding of
parliamentary procedure,
his unwavering commit-
ment to democratic values
and his calm and meas-
ured approach to public
life. His contributions to
the proceedings of this
house and to the nation's
governance remain note-
worthy," the Chairman
said. Patil passed away at
his residence 'Devghar'
after a brief illness, family
sources said, adding that
his funeral will be held on
Saturday.

The country has
lost an experienced
statesman, an able
administrator and
a respected parlia-
mentarian. We
deeply mourn the
passing away of
Shri Shivraj Patilji

‘’

--C P Radhakrishnan 

Mamata Banerjee
expressed sadness
at the demise of
Shivraj Patil

MI News Service, Kolkata :
West Bengal Chief minister
Mamata Banerjee ex-
pressed her sadness at the
passing away of veteran
public leader, former
Speaker of the Lok Sabha
and former Union Home
Minister Shivraj Patil in
Maharashtra on Friday.

In a condolence mes-
sage in her social media
platform X, Mamata
Banerjee recalling her  as-
sociation with Shivraj Patil,
said I “remember my days
of interactions with him on
various issues during my
tenures as Union Minister
and also as a Parliamentar-
ian in the Lok Sabha”.

In her message she
wrote ,” Saddened by the
demise of veteran public
leader, former Speaker of
Lok Sabha and former
Union Home Minister Shiv-
raj Patil. I remember my
days of interactions with
him on various issues dur-
ing my tenures as Union
Minister and also as a Par-
liamentarian in Lok Sabha.
My condolences to his be-
reaved family, friends and
followers”.

Rs 45 cr drugs,
gold and diamonds
seized at Mumbai
airport; 12 held
MI News Service, Mumbai
: In one of the largest
hauls in recent times, the
Customs officials here
have seized diamonds,
gold and  hydroponic
weed, collectively valued
at Rs 45 crore, before they
were being smuggled
through the airport, offi-
cial sources said adding
that 12 passengers have
also been arrested in this
connection. The seizures
were made during the
week long operations con-
ducted till December   11
at Mumbai’s Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport, they said.
Based on specific informa-
tion, the Customs person-
nel apprehended nine
passengers and recovered
hydroponic weed better
known as ‘marijuana’ and
valued at Rs 37.26 crore
in international market
from them, an official said
on Wednesday. In some
cases, the contraband was 

uu Continued on page 3

IndiGo board appoints external aviation 
expert for probing service disruption
MI News Service, Mumbai :  IndiGo's
board on Friday announced the ap-
pointment of an external aviation ex-
pert to carry out a root-cause analysis
of its recent massive flight disruptions.
"Chief Aviation Advisors LLC, led by
Captain John Illson, veteran aviation
expert, to conduct an independent ex-
pert review and assessment of the re-
cent operational disruption and the
contributing factors," the airline said in
a statement. The board of Inter Globe
Aviation, the parent of IndiGo, has al-
ready set up a crisis management
group in the wake of the significant op-
erational disruptions that started on
December 2.

The announcement comes on the
day IndiGo Chief Executive Officer
Pieter Elbers and Chief Operating Offi-
cer, Isidre Porqueras are being grilled
before a four-member panel, set up by
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
with a mandate to identify the root

causes of widespread operational dis-
ruptions at the leading domestic car-
rier. The mandate of the panel

comprising Joint Director General
Sanjay Brahamane, Deputy Director
General Amit Gupta, senior Flight
Operations Inspector Kapil Manglik,
and FOI Lokesh Rampal, includes 

uu Continued on page 3

Chief Aviation Advisors LLC, led
by Captain John Illson, veteran
aviation expert, to conduct an
independent expert review and
assessment of the recent opera-
tional disruption and the con-
tributing factors --the airline

‘’
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MI News Service,  
Kharagpur:  Two people were 
injured in a Toto accident on 
Kharagpur-Baleshwar National 
Highway-16 late Thursday night. 
The Toto driver is said to be in 
critical condition. The accident 
occurred in the Nekurseni area 
under the Belda police station. 
According to information re-
ceived, a Toto traveling from 
Dantan towards Belda suddenly 
lost control, hit a person stand-
ing on the roadside, and over-
turned. The pedestrian suffered 
minor injuries in the accident, 
while the Toto driver, Vishwajeet 
Nayak, was admitted to Belda 
Super Specialty Hospital in crit-
ical condition. 

MI News Service, Kharagpur:  A 
court complaint was received un-
der case no. Under the order, the 
police arrested a BJP leader. The 
name of the arrested BJP leader is 
Deepsona Ghosh. Deepsona Ghosh 
is the former Mandal President. 
It is known that in 203/2025, the 
complainant alleged that Deepsona 
Ghosh had illicit relations with her 
daughter-in-law, due to which she 
had to leave the matrimonial home 
on October 16, 2024. On objecting, 
the accused Threatened the com-
plainant and her son and sexually 
assaulted her 12 year old grand-
daughter. Kharagpur Town PS Casi-
no initiated on this court complaint 
No.557/2025 dated 10.12.2025u/
s329(4)/115(2)/351(3)/76/3(5) BNS 
and section 08 of POCSO Act. IO, SI 
Suvashish Mukherjee arrested the 
accused Deepsina Ghosh and sent 
her to LD court with PC prayer of 
5 days. However, the court sent the 
accused to police custody for three 
days. The incident has become a 
topic of discussion in Kharagpur city. 
BJP leaders of Kharagpur city main-
tained silence regarding the matter. 
Trinamool took a jibe at BJP that 
now the dark deeds of BJP leaders 
have been exposed in front of the 
public. 

MI News Service,  Ranaghat:   A special POC-
SO court in Ranaghat has convicted Gou-
tam Rajoar (55) for raping a 12-year-old 
girl during Durga Puja in 2021. The court 
on Thursday sentenced him to 20 years 
of rigorous imprisonment, terming the 
crime “heinous and deeply disturbing.”

The incident occurred on October 13, 
2021, when the minor, visiting a rela-
tive’s home in Arabandi for the festivi-
ties, was lured away by the accused. Fol-
lowing the complaint lodged at Santipur 
Police Station, police arrested Rajoar 
and submitted the chargesheet after in-
vestigation.

The court also imposed a monetary 
fine on the convict and directed com-
pensation for the survivor under the Vic-
tim Compensation Scheme. Officials of 
Ranaghat Police District welcomed the 
verdict, saying it reflects the administra-
tion’s “zero tolerance” towards crimes 
against children.

Police SI Abhik Mukherjee, IO-2, 
Kaushik Kar and PP Rajashree Behura 
played a vital role in the case under sec-
tion 6 of the POCSO Act 2012.

MI News Service,   
Kharagpur:   According to 
sources, in the flood of 2000, 
Nabir's house was submerged 
in the river. Since then, the 
old BPL resident lived in a tin 
house next to the electricity 
bill of 2 lakh 83 thousand ru-
pees! And Gholam Nabi Khan, 
a resident of Dhaikhand vil-
lage of Chandrakona-2 block 
of Ghatal sub-division, is 
sleepless with the thought of 
how to pay this amount of 
bills. Neighbors are shocked 
to see this amount of elec-
tricity bill of a small day la-

borer.According to sources, 
in the flood of 2000, Nabir's 
house was submerged in the 
river. Since then, the old man 

lived in a tin shed next door. 
Due to the flood situation in 
the area again, the electricity 
department opened the BPL 
registered meter and took 
it away. Since then he lived 
with his daughter Jamila 
Bibi. Recently, he has become 
worried after seeing this 
amount of outstanding elec-
tricity bill. Nabi said that al-
though he informed the elec-
tricity department about the 
unusual electricity bill, there 
was no solution. The old man 
also said that even though 
he reported this amount of 

electricity bills to the office 
many times before, it was of 
no avail.Regarding the elec-
tricity bill, the department 
said that the person has not 
paid any electricity bill since 
2010. This amount with in-
terest currently stands due. 
Even if all the complaints 
are not true, the department 
has assured to take neces-
sary measures after looking 
into the whole matter. They 
said that they will apply to 
the electricity department so 
that the old man's dues are 
waived off.

MI News Service,   
Kolkata:    “The International 
Mission for Social Welfare and 
Charity (I.M.S.W.C) is organized 
its “45th Anniversary of Nation-
al and International Convention 
for integrated management legal 
framework for the Prevention 
and to fight against Cross Border 
illicit trafficking of drugs. IMSWC 
gives Protecting vulnerable 
individuals, families and com-
munities from drug addiction 
and HIV. Reducing the demand 
for drugs, mitigating the public 
health and social consequences 
of drug abuse. Enhancing com-
prehensive and evidence-based 
drug use prevention, treatment, 
rehabilitation and social re-
integration, with special em-
phasis on the high risk groups 
On. 07th  September, 2025 at. 
Nityanandapur, Kholishakhali 
and Chowlia village of Magura 
district, Khulna division within 
the country of Bangladesh. The 
582 men, Women and Girls’ drug 
addicts Participated of this Pro-
gramme.

08th  September, 2025 IMSWC 
organized integrated develop-
ment Programme for Strength-
ened access to justice for all, 
particularly the most vulnerable, 
effective, community and knowl-
edge based crime prevention, 
better prevention of violence and 
increased access to gender re-
sponsive justice

Strengthened prevention 

of and responses to violence 
against children, reforms to en-
sure safe and humane custody of 
prisoners. programmes that are 
accessible to the relevant vul-
nerable groups, including people 
who use and or inject drugs and 
inmates. IMSWC provides val-
ue-added support to the quanti-
tative and qualitative expansion 
of existing drug demand reduc-
tion workshop with special em-
phasis on high-risk groups and 
evaluation of the  programme” 
at. Mongalbari, tilakpur and ja-
malganj village of Joypurhat dis-
trict, rajshahi division within the 
country of Bangladesh. The 484 
men, Women, Girls’ and youth 
drug addicts Participated of this 
Programme.

09th  September, 2025 IMSWC 
also organized Preventive inter-
vention for the general commu-
nity and evaluation of the work-
shop on universal elementary 
free primary  school education 
and bridge education for the 
people living with illicit drugs 
and to provide  them Social Secu-
rity, food, Clothing,  wasteland, 
unoccupied dwellings, legal aid 
and Social services and also pro-
vide regular individual  contact, 
offering much-needed love and 
care and to enable reintegrate 
Victims of trafficking, Strength-
en and gender discrimination 
at. Juphal, sarmi and likhu vil-
lage of Dolpa district within the 
country of Nepal. The 762 men, 

women and youth drug addicts 
Participated of this Programme.

10th September, 2025 IMSWC 
organized access to integrated 
management workshop on Early 
intervention, education, and the 
building of protective elements 
including strong social support, 
coping mechanisms, and good 
peer influence usually take front 
stage in prevention workshop. 
IMSWC Promote preventive 
measures and strengthen coop-
eration among nations to curb 
drug abuse and trafficking. Pre-
vention, treatment and rehabili-
tation. To remain drug-free and 
encourage family and friends 
to do the same, promoting a 
healthy lifestyle. To support ev-
idence-based prevention, treat-
ment, and recovery services for 
those with drug use disorders 
and cultural expression at. Jabi-
sa, Kempa and delikha village of 
Paro district within the country 
of Bhutan. The 688 men, Girls’, 
Women, youth drug addicts Par-
ticipated of this Programme.

11th September, 2025 IMSWC 
organized innovative integrated 
programme for the protection 
of girls and women from drug 
addicts and to promote Voca-
tional-oriented education and 
‘entrepreneurship development 
training Workshop’ for drug 
de-addiction on readymade 
garments, Textile and Jute Bag, 
Decorative Flower, Agarbatti, 
, Cotton  tape, shopping bags, 

leather belt, key purse, file cover, 
horticulture and floriculture for  
financially independent and to 
make them self-reliance through 
income generating activities and 
technical and financial support 
to assist in developing social 
institutions and their rehabil-
itation and social integration  
Workshop” at. Tuibuong, gam-
nom and rengkai village of Chu-
rachandpur district within the 
state of Manipur. The 745 Girls’, 
Women and men drug addicts 
Participated of this Programme.

12th September, 2025 IMSWC 
organized Decentralization and 
Vigorous Campaign to create 
public highlighted about the 
negative physical, psychologi-
cal, and social impacts of drug 
abuse and illicit trafficking and 
also public highlighted about the 
dangers and consequences of 

drug abuse and trafficking and 
to  change mindsets and pro-
mote community action against  
Drug  addicts and to ensure  that 
People living and working on the 
drug addicts  are  provided with  
identity documents and access 
to integrated comprehensive 
primary healthcare for drug ad-
dicts, counseling, free treatment 
for  drug detoxification, rescue  
IMSWC Support Vitamin ‘A’ and 
Iron Supplementation to address 
damage caused  by vitamin and 
mineral deficiencies and  pre-
vention for the  affected by dis-
crimination minorities children  
infected and or affected by HIV 
and AIDS  transmission from 
parents –to- child beggars, child 
drug abusers, children of sub-
stance abusers and sexual ex-
ploited children and implemen-
tation of programme at. Salapad, 

barohi and jorla village of Mandi 
district within the state of Him-
achal Pradesh. The 482 girl’s, 
Women drug addicts Participat-
ed of this Programme.

13th September, 2025 IMSWC 
organized integrated manage-
ment of Protecting public health 
and strengthening prevention, 
treatment and reintegration 
measures, including under the 
healthier together initiative and 
build a safer society. To sup-
port efforts that address the 
root causes of the drug problem 
and help break the cycle of or-
ganized crime associated with 
illicit trafficking. Prevent and 
combat abuse and illicit traffic 
of drugs. Prevention of amphet-
amine, methamphetamine, Ly-
sergic acid diethylamide (LSD), 
Mephedrone drug for user ad-
dicts at. Parakkal, Valavil and 
kannachankandy village of 
Mahe district within the state of 
Puducherry. The 594 empower 
youth and communities to ac-
tively participate in anti-drug 
Programme.

14h September, 2025 IMSWC 
organized Convention for inte-
grated management framework 
on Stopping drug trafficking 
requires long-term coordinat-
ed action to address supply and 
demand and prevent organized 
criminal groups from exploiting 
vulnerabilities. Prevention of Gan-
ja, Hashish and Hashish oil, Opi-
um(Papaver somniferum), Heroin, 

Codeine, Cocaine.  To combat the 
stigma and discrimination faced 
by people who use drugs, advo-
cating for respect, empathy, and 
non-judgmental attitudes to help 
them seek treatment at. Chinna-
vadi, kadambankulam and misal-
ur village of virudhunagar district 
within the state of Tamil nadu. 
The 675 girl’s, Women and Youth 
drug addicts Participated of this 
Programme.

15th September, 2025 IMSWC 
organized access to integrated 
programme for the Prevention 
of Ketamine, Psilocybin and 
Psilocin (Magic Mushrooms), 
Benzodiazepines and Barbi-
turate and  tramadol user  ad-
dicts. IMSWC Provide in-patient 
treatment to drug users along 
with counseling, detoxification, 
de-addiction, after care and 
re-integration into the social 
mainstream. IMSWC provide 
safe and secure space with pro-
vision of screening, assessment 
and counselling and thereafter 
provide referral and linkage to 
treatment and rehabilitation 
services. Psychosocial support, 
with care, resilience and sup-
port.  to combat the drug men-
ace through coordinated action 
and rehabilitation workshop  at. 
Belmuri, itachuna and Dedha-
ra Annada Prasad High School 
of Hooghly district within the 
state of West Bengal. The 761 
girl’s, Women, Youth drug ad-
dicts and students Participated 

of this Programme. Renowned 
and respected personalities Mr. 
Debasish Ghosh-Secretary Gen-
eral of IMSWC and Chief Sec-
retary of Indian Detective and 
Investigation Organization, Miss. 
Mali Bagchi-President of The 
International Mission for Social 
Welfare and Charity, Honorable 
Shri, Pratap Rao jadav-Minister 
of State, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of 
India, Honorable Durga Das Ui-
key- Minister of State, Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs, Government of 
India, Honorable Dr (shrimoti) 
Binod Kotwal-IAS,  Additional 
Secretary,  Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of 
India, Honorable Khursheed Ali 
Qadri-IAS, District Magistrate, 
District: Hooghly, Government 
of West Bengal, Honorable Shri. 
Tarun Bhattacharyya-WBCS(Ex-
ecutive)-Additional District 
Magistrate(General), District: 
Hooghly, Government of West 
Bengal,   Honorable Shri, Nilay 
Dutta-District Social Welfare of-
ficer, District: Hooghly, Govern-
ment of West Bengal, Honorable 
Dr, Mriganka Mouli Kar-Chief 
Medical officer of health Dis-
trict: Hooghly, Government of 
West Bengal, Dr. Debjani Basu 
Mallick, Srimoth Swami. Vish-
nudevananda Moharaj, Srimoth 
Swami. Purneshwarananda Mo-
haraj, Srimoth Swami.  Bhadrat-
mananda Moharaj was present 
at this workshop.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:   
CII has called on industries to 
urgently implement large-scale 
Environmental, Social and Gov-
ernance (ESG) practices to keep 
pace with global climate com-
mitments and strengthen long-
term resilience and competitive-
ness.

Speaking at the Green Indus-
try Conclave organised by CII 
Eastern Region in Kolkata today, 
Ms Apurba Mitra, Co-Chairman, 
CII Eastern Region ESG Sub-
committee and Partner – KPMG, 
Lead – Climate Change, noted 
that majority of the emissions 
across the world today are cov-
ered by updated Nationally De-
termined Contributions (NDCs) 
under the Paris Agreement 
— a significant demonstration 
of global climate engagement, 
though overall ambition remains 
below what is needed to keep 
warming to 1.5°C. She said this 
reflects a decisive shift toward 
strengthening climate action but 
stressed that current collective 
commitments would deliver far 
less than the emissions reduc-
tions required by 2035.

Mitra underscored that 
achieving meaningful emissions 
reduction by 2035 will require 
rapid innovation, widespread 
ESG integration, and trans-
forming compliance obligations 
into opportunities that deliver 
real impact. She emphasised 
that building strong ecosystems 
anchored in enabling policies, 
innovation, and close collab-

oration between government 
and industry will be crucial for 
ensuring inclusive and timely 
progress aligned to science.

During the conclave two 
whitepapers has been released: 
“Comparative Analysis of Indian 
and Global; ESG Rating Mech-
anisms-Regulatory Evolution, 
Methodological Divergence and 
Future Pathways for Alignment” 
and “ESG Compliance Frame-
work: Regulatory, Stakeholder 
& Market Evolution in India”. 
These publications reflect CII’s 
continued effort to support or-
ganisations of all sizes in nav-
igating the evolving ESG land-
scape and strengthening their 
preparedness.

Addressing the gathering, 
Arijit Basu, Managing Director, 

Veedol Corporation Limited, 
remarked that climate change 
has fundamentally reshaped in-
dustrial realities and that ESG 
has emerged as a key driver of 
long-term sustainability. He stat-
ed that ESG must be treated as 
an integral organisational asset, 
capable of delivering value when 
designed to solve real-world 
challenges while enhancing both 
sustainability and profitability. 
Mr Basu cautioned that indus-
tries that fail to embed ESG into 
their core operations risk under-
mining their long-term viability 
and the security of their work-
force.

Biswanath Chattopadhyay, 
CEO, IVL Dhunseri Petrochem 
Industries, provided insights on 
translating sustainability into 

everyday practice. He demon-
strated how widely used prod-
ucts can be redesigned to re-
duce environmental impact and 
highlighted that although the 
consumption of daily-use plastic 
products may not decline sig-
nificantly in the short term, in-
dustries must prioritise making 
these products more sustainable 
and promoting responsible con-
sumption as an essential founda-
tion for decarbonisation.

CII reiterated that immedi-
ate, comprehensive and indus-
try-wide ESG implementation is 
vital for India to align with glob-
al climate trajectories, strength-
en supply-chain resilience, and 
maintain competitiveness in an 
increasingly sustainability-driv-
en global economy.

Suman Ganguly   
The International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) has demanded that the Bhagavad Gita be in-
troduced in the school curriculum of West Bengal. The 
organisation wants the scripture to be included from 
Class V to Class XII.

Earlier, BHARATIYA SANSKRITY PARISHAD had 
organised the massive “five-lakh-voice Gita chanting” 
event at the Brigade Parade Ground. The event trig-
gered controversy after chicken patties were reportedly 
sold at the venue. With the 2026 Assembly elections ap-
proaching, opposition parties—including the Trinamool 
Congress—allege that the chanting programme is a po-
litical move by saffron forces. Amid this political back-
drop, ISKCON is now pushing for Gita lessons in schools.

For nearly 29 years, ISKCON Mayapur has been 
observing Gita Jayanti with great fervour. The organ-
isation also conducts structured courses on the Bhaga-
vad Gita every year through the “Bhaktivedanta Gita 
Academy,” both online and offline. ISKCON’s Mayapur 

headquarters maintains that Gita education should not 
remain confined to its campus but should be made com-
pulsory in schools across the state.

Speaking on behalf of ISKCON, Public Relations Of-
ficer Rasik Gauranga Das said, “In today’s time, every 
individual—especially students—should study the Gita. 
Hence, we urge the government to include the Gita in the 
curriculum.” ISKCON has already prepared a detailed 
syllabus from Class V to Class XII and wants it imple-
mented in all schools. According to him, the global inter-
est in Gita studies is rising, with increasing participation 
from the Gen-Z generation at ISKCON’s Gita classes each 
year.

However, a section of observers questions whether 
it is appropriate to mandate Gita lessons in a secular 
country like India. In response, Rasik Gauranga Das 
argues, “Madrasas teach the Quran; Islamic studies 
are permitted. So why should Gita teaching be an is-
sue? If needed, let it be compulsory at least for Hindu 
students.”

SIDDHARTHA ALBERTT MAJUMDERR   
Lionel Messi magic grips the football 
crazy Kolkatans as the city embraces its 
very own Messi. Kolkata is abuzz with 
excitement as football fan’s wait finally 
ends with the arrival of the Argentine 
superstar, Lionel Messi. The seven-time 
Ballon d'Or winner is now in the Kolk-
ata, the football capital of South Asia. 

As part of his visit, Messi will inau-
gurate the world's largest statue of 
himself, a towering 70-foot behemoth 
located adjacent to the clock tower in 
Sribhumi. The statue, crafted using 
special fibre technology, has been built 
by artist Monty Pal and his team of 30 
artists in just a few days.

The statue's inauguration is expected 
to be a major event, with State Minister 
Sujit Basu hoping to secure a place in 
the Guinness Book of World Records. 
Messi's visit is packed with a series of 
events, including a sponsor's event, a 
football match between Mohun Bagan 
'Messi' All Star and Diamond Harbour 
'Messi' All Star, and a royal reception at 
iconic Salt Lake stadium.

The Argentine superstar is also ex-
pected to meet players from both teams, 
as well as dignitaries including Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee, Trinamool 
All India General Secretary Abhishek 
Banerjee, India’s cricket icon Sourav 
Ganguly, and Tennis icon Leander Paes. 

The city is all set to give Messi a he-
ro's welcome, with fans from across 
the city and suburbs  flocking to Salt 
Lake Stadium to catch a glimpse of the 
football legend. The event promises to 
be a memorable one, with Messi set to 
leave an indelible mark on the city and 
its people.

ARGENTINA Fanatics & MESSI Maniacs 
build ‘Mini Miami’ at Salt Lake

The Argentina Football Fans Club 
of Kolkata has transformed Aikatan, a 
cultural complex barely a 100 metres 
from Salt Lake Stadium, into a Messi 

fan zone, where blue and white  prevail 
on everything from walls to ceiling.

At the heart of it are father and son 
duo Uttam and Pragnan Saha, lifelong 
devotees of Argentine football. Togeth-
er, they have charted the country’s sto-
ry from Maradona to Messi, and now 
want Kolkata to walk through a space 
that mirrors the superstar’s Florida 
home — complete with replica trophies 
and a giant screen looping his greatest 
moments.

The idea, 20-year-old Pragnan says, 
is simple. The exterior echos Messi’s 
Miami house, while the interior func-
tions like a museum. Fans strolled past 
replicas of La Liga titles, Champions 
League cups, Copa America and World 

Cup trophies, Ballon d’Ors and Golden 
Boots, and look up to a ceiling covered 
with 896 footballs — each one marking 
a goal from Messi’s career.

At the centre stand a huge LED wall 
playing Messi’s finest moments along-
side the club’s own two-decade journey. 
And on the main stage, they’ve even 
built a ‘Messi throne’.

The Hola Messi Fanzone will be open 
from 10am to 10pm. The mornings 
(10am – 4pm) are for fan activities — 
debates, quizzes, and memory sessions 
— while the evenings (4pm – 10pm) are 
reserved for the main events.

Each morning brings a new theme: 
a fiery debate between Argentina, Bra-
zil and Portugal supporters; a repeat 
showdown featuring local uncles from 
nearby tea shops; and then nostalgic 
screenings of classic matches from 
2002 onwards.

KING KHAN to meet 
EMPEROR MESSI in Kolkata

The sources say that Shah Rukh 
Khan is also expected to meet Messi 
here in Kolkata. 

Shah Rukh Khan has announced that 
he will meet Argentine football legend 
Lionel Messi in Kolkata on December 
13. The visit is set to draw significant 
attention, as Messi prepares to partic-
ipate in a series of high-profile events 
in the city, including the unveiling of a 
statue in his honour and celebrations 
attended by celebrities and local digni-
taries.

Kolkata is all set for what is going to 
be one of the city's largest receptions, 
with Messi's arrival drawing wide-
spread excitement. Fans from across 
the region are flocking to the city, eager 
to catch a glimpse of the football icon 
and witness the festivities. Shah Rukh 
Khan confirmed the meeting on X, say-
ing, "This time round not planning my 
Knight in Kolkata. and hoping the day 
Ride is completely ‘Messi’."

Bengal

Toto accident on National 
Highway in Nekurseni, Belda

Police arrested BJP leader 
on court's instructions on 

sexual harassment charges 

ISKCON Demands Inclusion of the 
Bhagavad Gita in State School Curriculum

MESSI ‘Moshai’ all set to mesmerize KOLKATA

Outstanding electricity bill is about two and a half lakh 
rupees, the day laborers of Chandrakona are in trouble

CII Calls for Urgent, Scalable ESG Implementation 
Across Industries to Meet Global Climate Goals

Conviction Secured in POCSO Case; 
Accused Sentenced for 20 Years

IMSWC Organizes 45th Anniversary National and International Convention on Integrated Management to 
Combat Cross-Border Drug Trafficking, Protect Vulnerable Children and Youth, Mitigate Violence, Strengthen 
Public Health, Promote Rehabilitation, Vocational Training, Education, and Social Reintegration Across South Asia

Asha Pillai, Group Planner IT, Shell India, Biswanath Chattopadhyay, CEO, IVL Dhunseri Petrochem Industries, 
Apurba Mitra, Co-Chairman, CII Eastern Region ESG Subcommittee and Partner – KPMG, Lead – Climate Change, 
Arijit Basu, Managing Director, Veedol Corporation Limited, and Gargi Mitra, Deputy Director, CII Eastern Region

Salt Lake Stadium (Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan) in Kolkata will host the opening of Lionel Messi's GOAT India 
Tour on Saturday. The event will feature a meet-and-greet, the inauguration of a virtual statue, a celebrity football match 
(GOAT Cup) with stars such as Shah Rukh Khan and Sourav Ganguly, a football clinic, and a cultural programme, celebrat-
ing the global football icon’s first visit in years. Preparations for the event were underway at the stadium on Friday.In the northern suburb of Lake Town, the Sree 

Bhumi Sporting Club has constructed what it 
claims is the world's largest statue of the Ar-
gentinian icona 70-foot iron structure depicting 
Messi lifting the World cup trophy. Built in just 
40 days, the statue awaits a virtual inauguration 
by Messi himself, with organisers giving it final 
touches ahead of the footballer’s visit.
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"Don't Go
Near BSF
Posts" Ma-
mata warns
amid SIR Row

Messi's India
Tour set to 
dazzle, but with-
out his 2011
football magic

IndiGo board appoints external aviation 
expert for probing service disruption

From PG 1
to divide people," she al-
leged. Banerjee referred to
the mass Bhagavat Gita
recital organised in Kolkata
on Sunday. "We all recite the
Gita at home whenever we
need to. Why organise a
public meeting? Gods stay in
the heart. Those who pray
to Allah do so in their
hearts. During Ramzan and
during Durga Pujo, we pray
together. Those who are
shouting about the Gita, I
want to ask them what Lord
Krishna said. Dharma
means purity, humanity,
peace, and not violence, dis-
crimination, and division,"
she said. She said great per-
sonalities such as Ramkr-
ishna Paramhansa, Swami
Vivekananda, Rabindranath
Tagore and Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose have not di-
vided people. "Then who
are you?" she asked. She
said an injured tiger is more
ferocious than a healthy
one. "If you attack us, we
know how to retaliate. We
know how to stop injustice"
. She said her government
won't let anyone oust people
from Bengal. "I have only
one request. Do not go any-
where near BSF posts in
border areas."

From PG 1
assessing manpower planning, fluctuating rostering systems,
and the airline's preparedness to implement the latest duty
period and rest norms for pilots, which came into effect from
November 1 this year.  In a related development, the DGCA
on Friday sacked four Flight Operations Inspectors (FOIs)
over operational disruptions at the Gurugram-headquar-
tered airlines. "Chief Aviation Advisors LLC, led by Captain
John Illson, veteran aviation expert, to conduct an independ-
ent expert review and assessment of the recent operational
disruption and the contributing factors," the airline said. In-
diGo Chairman Vikram Singh Mehta had in a video message
earlier this week said that the board had decided to involve
external technical experts to work with the management and
help determine the root causes that led to the disruptions.
"The objective is to conduct an independent root cause
analysis of the recent operational disruption, besides oppor-
tunities for improvement," it said. This decision follows the
recommendation of the Crisis Management Group, IndiGo
said. As part of its assessment, the CMG advised commission-
ing an independent expert review in the matter, the airline
said, adding with the board's approval now in place, the re-
view will begin at the earliest. The independent expert re-
viewer will submit a comprehensive report to the board upon
completion, it stated. The Rahul Bhatia-controlled airline
cancelled thousands of flights between December 1 and De-
cember 9 on account of lack of proper planning, and crew
shortage in implementing the new set of regulations for pi-
lots' duty period and rest, which were put in place from No-
vember 1.

"The four FOIs, under various categories, on a contract
basis, are hereby relieved from the DGCA with immediate
effect to join their respective parent organisation," a DGCA
order said on Friday. FOIs are senior officials within the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Aviation, working as part of its reg-
ulatory and safety oversight functions, often deployed to
monitor airline operations.  These officials, who come on
deputation from various air operators, ensure aviation safety
by inspecting, auditing, and certifying airlines and personnel,
such as pilots, dispatchers, and cabin crew, to meet strict reg-
ulatory standards, verifying various regulations and oversee-
ing training, flight standards, and accident prevention
measures in India.

From PG 1
to meet him after the

Dharamshala T-20 match on
December 14.

Messi’s last appearance
in India remains etched in
memory when on September
3, 2011, he danced past de-
fenders, mesmerised with his
left-footed grace and trig-
gered waves of ecstasy in a
packed stadium. Though he
didn’t score, fans left believ-
ing they had witnessed great-
ness. The highlight of the
tour will be a 45-minute phil-
anthropic fashion event in
Mumbai on Sunday, featur-
ing Messi, his long-time strike
partner Luis Suarez and Ar-
gentina midfielder Rodrigo
De Paul. “There will be
celebrity models, cricketers,
Bollywood celebrities, mil-
lionaires, founders. Tiger and
Jackie Shroff, John Abraham
among others,” said Satadru
Dutta, sole promoter of the
tour. Suarez will also feature
in a Spanish music show. The
organisers have requested
Messi to bring “some memo-
rabilia” of his trophy-winning
2022 World Cup campaign
which will be auctioned dur-
ing the Mumbai leg. The
Mumbai event at Wankhede
Stadium will be preceded by
a Padel Cup at the CCI. But
on his arrival in Kolkata on
the first leg of his four city
trip, the city is simply agog
with excitement to welcome
Messi on Friday night before
his formal appearance on
Saturday. He will stay at a
five-star hotel on 
EM Bypass and attend a
sponsor-exclusive meet-and-
greet in the morning. Kolkata
will also have a new ‘Messi
landmark’ near the Sreeb-
humi Clock Tower (the Big
Ben replica) on the VIP Road
with a giant 70-feet statue of
the Argentine World Cup
winner holding aloft the Tro-
phy. The unveiling of it will be
a virtual ceremony from his
hotel room after police de-
nied permission for a public
event. A 25ft x 20ft Messi
mural, planned for next
year’s Durga Puja season,
will also be unveiled and
later presented to Messi at
the Salt Lake Stadium.

After the event, Messi will
fly to Hyderabad in the after-
noon. The Hyderabad leg
was added to his itinerary
after Messi’s proposed
friendly in Kochi was can-
celled. Once there, he will at-
tend the GOAT Cup — a
festival backed by Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy — featuring a 7v7
celebrity match, penalty
shootouts, a masterclass for
young talents and a musical
tribute. Messi will conclude
his tour in Delhi, where he
will meet Prime Minister

A major fire broke out in the wee hours, reducing the entire Ramgarh Market in South Kolkata to ashes. Seven fire
engines worked for almost two hours to bring the blaze under control, on Friday.

Devastating Fire Guts 40 Shops 
in Baghajatin’s Ramgarh Market
MI News Service, Kolkata: Another
major fire has struck Kolkata, this time
reducing the bustling Ramgarh Market
in Baghajatin to ashes. At least 40
shops were completely gutted in the
devastating blaze. Although the fire
has largely been brought under con-
trol, several pockets of flames are still
being extinguished by firefighters. The
exact cause of the fire is yet to be con-
firmed, but initial investigations sug-
gest that a short circuit in one of the
tailoring shops may have triggered the
incident. Overnight, traders suffered
losses amounting to several lakhs of
rupees, leaving them deeply distressed.
The fire broke out around 1:30 am on
the early hours of Friday. Within min-

utes, flames engulfed large sections of
the Ramgarh Market. Locals first spot-
ted the blaze and immediately alerted
the fire department. Multiple fire ten-
ders rushed to the spot and began fire-
fighting operations. However, due to
the tightly packed structure of the mar-
ket, firefighters struggled to bring the
flames under control. It was only in the
early hours of Friday that the main fire
was contained, though residual pock-
ets of flames remained. Fire officials
reiterated their preliminary assess-
ment that a short circuit was the most
likely cause.

Upon receiving news of the inci-
dent, local councillor BappadityaDas-
gupta and MLA DebabrataMajumdar

reached the site late at night. They also
communicated with Mayor Firhad
Hakim regarding the scale of the dam-
age. The councillor said the 40-year-
old market comprises 40–50 shops,
none of which were insured. As a re-
sult, he stated that he would appeal to
the government for assistance in both
rebuilding the market and supporting
the affected traders. The MLA also as-
sured that all possible steps would be
taken to help the victims recover from
the losses. The market, built on 57
kathas of government land, has been
home to numerous traders for
decades. Now, with their shops re-
duced to rubble overnight, many are
facing severe financial hardship. 

A press conference for the 74th Dover Lane Music Conference takes place at the Bengal
Club, in Kolkata on Friday.

Dover Lane Music Conference is set 
to mesmerize classical music lovers  
MI News Service, Kolkata :
Ending the year-long wait for
this grand annual event for
the city’s thousands of classical
music lovers, the  74th year of
the famous ‘Dover Lane Music
Conference’ will be held here
for four days from January 22
to 25, 2026 to mesmerize the
prime audience. Announcing
the schedule of this grand
event at a news conference
here on Friday, noted industri-
alist and a great classical
music lover Sanjay Budhia, in
presence of  General Secre-
tary of the music conference
Manotosh Mukherjee and sev-
eral  leading performers and
artists said , like every year,
this time too the Pre-Platinum
Jubilee session of the Dover
Lane Music Conference is
being organised  at its fixed
dates from January 22 to 25,
2026. Like every year this
year’s music conference has
also generated huge enthusi-
asm among the city’s large
classical music and dance

lovers to witness and listen to
India’s best of talents of differ-
ent Indian classical music in
this festive season, said Bud-
hia welcoming the guests. Re-
iterating that like on every
previous occasion, this time
too there will be a very attrac-
tive mix of well established
and reputed artistes, who will
perform alongside several
budding but very talented vo-
calists, sitarists, violinists and
classical dancers during all
four days of the nightlong pro-
grammes from 8 P.M.to 6 A.M
amid a festive atmosphere..
Also speaking on the occasion
Manotosh Mukherjee said this
year the ‘Dover Lane
SangeetSanman’ would be
given to renowned vocalist
Ajay Pohankar.  Claiming that
they had received over-
whelming response from
participants  across the coun-
try including from Jammu
and Kashmir, for  their annual
talent hunt programme with
over 650 contestants already

enlisting their names this
year. To a query he said alto-
gether 52 classical music per-
formers will participate in this
year’s  music conference in
different areas of Indian clas-
sical music  including former
Bollywood star and well
known Bharat Natyam
dancer MenakshiSheshadri.
Among other artists who
would  perform for four days
next month are -  Ruchi-
raKedar (Vocal), Saugata Roy
Chowdhury (Sarod),Ajay Po-
hankar (Vocal), Meera San-
tosh Iyer( Bharat Natyam)
,Smiti Mishta (Vocal), Rupsh-
ereeBhattacherjee ( (Harmo-
nium), Purbayan Chatterjee
(Sitar),NirmalyaDey (Dhru-
pad), A Lalitha and A Nandini
(Duet Violin),SulagnaBhat-
tacherjee (Odishi), Sarwar
Hossain (Sarangi), Siraj Ali
Khan (Sarod),Ghulam Abbas
Khan (Vocal) ,SubhenCha-
trterjee (Tabla) and Budha-
ditya Mukherjee (Sitar)
among others .

Kolkata Hosts Screening

and Live Concert of Ben-

gali Kirtan Documentary
MI News Service, Kolkata:
A special screening and
live concert of the docu-
mentary “Kirtan: The Her-
itage of Bengal” was held
at the Birla Academy of
Art and Culture Audito-
rium in Kolkata. Directed
by Debolina Ghosh, the
film recently premiered at
the Festival Terres du Ben-
gale in Paris, where both
the documentary and
Ghosh’s kirtan perform-
ance received interna-
tional appreciation. The
first private screening in
Kolkata took place on
Wednesday evening. After
the screening, Debolina
Ghosh performed a live
kirtan recital, followed by
an interactive discussion in
which the audience en-
gaged with her on the re-
search, filmmaking
process, and contempo-
rary relevance of the kir-
tan tradition. The
documentary is the result
of eight years of research
and traces the journey of
Bengali kirtan from the
15th-century Bhakti move-
ment to modern-day prac-
tice. Featuring insights
from scholars, archival
material and cultural-his-
torical analysis, the film
presents a renewed under-
standing of the evolution
and significance of kirtan.
The narration by veteran
actor BarunChanda adds
depth to the storytelling.
The event was attended by
prominent artists, re-
searchers, cultural figures
and institutional represen-
tatives. Jointly produced
by Debu’sDarbar and the
Bhaktivedanta Research
Centre, the project aims to
introduce Bengal’s kirtan
heritage to younger gener-
ations.

Governor Flags BLO
Safety, Proposes Three-
Point Plan to State

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Governor C.V. Ananda Bose
has placed a three-point pro-
posal before the state gov-
ernment to ensure the
security of Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs). The move
comes shortly after the
Supreme Court directed the
Election Commission to take
concrete steps regarding
BLO safety, observing that
the Centre also bears re-
sponsibility in this matter.
Now, raising the same con-
cern, the Governor has
voiced his worry over the
conditions under which
BLOs are working. On Fri-
day, a statement issued by
the Raj Bhavan outlined the
Governor’s proposals aimed
at strengthening the security
framework for BLOs across
West Bengal. According to
the statement, the Governor
suggested three primary
measures: The Governor
noted that since BLOs work
across all tiers—from rural
to urban areas—performing
booth-based duties, district
administrations must create
robust security arrange-
ments at each booth to en-
sure their protection. The

Governor stated that during
the distribution and verifica-
tion of enumeration forms,
the state police should have
deployed adequate police
personnel at every booth to
safeguard the interests of
BLOs and prevent any form
of intimidation or obstruc-
tion. Highlighting the de-
manding nature of BLO
duties, which often extend
late into the night, the Gov-
ernor emphasised that the
state government must take
responsibility for providing
all necessary facilities and
support to officers on the
ground.

During the last hearing
on the SIRprocess, Justice
Surya Kantremarked that if
BLOs feel unsafe or face any
form of insecurity, they are
entitled to lodge complaints
with the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer and the District Electoral
Officer. The Bench stressed
that the Election Commis-
sion must act decisively to
ensure their security; other-
wise, lawlessness may fol-
low. Moreover, on December
4, the Supreme Court issued
several directives to states
regarding BLO protection. 

Cal HC Orders Interviews for 2016
SSC Waiting List Candidates

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Calcutta High Court
has directed the School
Service Commission (SSC)
to conduct interviews for
candidates on the waiting
list of the 2016 SSC recruit-
ment, who were previously
denied the opportunity due
to exceeding the age limit.
Justice Amrita Sinha is-
sued the order specifically
for the litigant candidates,
instructing the SSC to hold
their interviews and sub-
mit the interview scores in
sealed envelopes to the
court.

The SSC has been
asked to inform the High
Court whether the inter-
view process will be video-
graphed. During Friday’s
hearing, the lawyers repre-
senting the petitioners
stated that the candidates
had submitted their appli-
cation forms, appeared for
the examinations, and
completed document veri-
fication. However, they
were later informed that
they would not be called
for interviews because of
age constraints. According
to their counsel, the
Supreme Court’s guidelines
provide for age relaxation
for eligible candidates, but
this provision was not
being implemented in this
case, prompting the filing
of the petition. In April of
last year, the Supreme
Court had annulled the en-
tire 2016 SSC recruitment
panel, leaving nearly
26,000 teachers and edu-

cation staff without jobs.
Following the apex court’s
directions, a new recruit-
ment process was initiated.
In this context, the Kolkata
High Court’s fresh instruc-
tions to interview candi-
dates on the 2016 waiting
list are considered highly
significant. The SSC has
not commented on the
High Court’s order, stating
only that it will review the
court’s directives. Mean-
while, ChinmoyMondal,
representing the unem-
ployed eligible teachers,
welcomed the ruling, say-
ing, “We appreciate the
court’s decision to allow in-
terviews for candidates on
the waiting list. However, it
should also ensure that no
qualified candidate suffers
any disadvantage.”

Earlier, the court had
directed the SSC to provide
a complete list of candi-
dates, including personal
details, to avoid any dis-
crepancies. Following the
Supreme Court’s instruc-
tions, the SSC published
the list the very next day,
including the subjects ap-
plied for, parent’s names,
and dates of birth, thereby
ensuring transparency in
the recruitment process.
The High Court order is
seen as a critical step to-
ward rectifying the long-
standing issues in the 2016
recruitment, potentially of-
fering relief to thousands of
qualified candidates who
have been awaiting justice
for years.

Vidyasagar Setu to Remain Shut for 8 Hrs on Sunday for Repairs
MI News Service, Kolkata: Mainte-
nance and several technical repair
works are currently underway on
VidyasagarSetu, also known as the
Second Hooghly Bridge. As the tasks
are time-consuming and require un-
interrupted operational space, au-
thorities have scheduled periodic
closures of the bridge, primarily on
weekends, to minimise public incon-
venience. This weekend too, the
bridge will remain closed for eight
hours on Sunday to facilitate ongo-
ing repair work. In a notification is-
sued on Thursday, Kolkata Traffic
Police announced that on Sunday,
14 December, from 6:00 am to 2:00
pm, vehicular movement on
VidyasagarSetu will be completely
suspended. The advisory also laid
out alternative routes for com-

muters to ensure smooth traffic flow
during the closure.

According to the notification ti-
tled “Traffic Notification in connec-
tion with the full closure of
VidyasagarSetu, Kolkata from 06:00
a.m. to 02:00 p.m. on 14/12/2025
(Sunday)”, the shutdown is essential
to allow uninterrupted maintenance
activity under the supervision of the
Hooghly River Bridge Commission-

ers (HRBC). Although routine main-
tenance began on the bridge as far
back as 1992, the major compo-
nents—particularly the suspension
cables and beams—had not been re-
placed in decades. To ensure struc-
tural health and long-term safety,
HRBC has now undertaken the task
of replacing 19 of the 152 suspen-
sion cables. Sources indicate that
each cable requires nearly a month
to be replaced. The target for com-
pletion of this extensive work has
been set for 31 May 2026.
VidyasagarSetu is one of the most
crucial links between Kolkata and
Howrah, carrying a massive volume
of daily commuter traffic. On week-
days, the bridge is one of the fastest
routes between the two cities, espe-
cially during peak hours from Mon-

day to Friday. This is why authorities
have chosen weekends—particu-
larly Saturdays and Sundays—to
conduct the essential repair work,
minimising disruptions for office-
goers and daily commuters. As part
of the planned maintenance sched-
ule, the bridge remains partially or
fully closed for a few hours on sev-
eral weekends. The upcoming Sun-
day closure is part of this phased
programme. Kolkata Traffic Police
have urged motorists to use the rec-
ommended alternative routes and
follow traffic advisories to avoid con-
gestion. With major structural up-
grades underway, officials say the
temporary inconvenience is a neces-
sary step for ensuring the long-term
safety and durability of the iconic
bridge.

Rs 45 cr drugs, gold and diamonds 
seized at Mumbai airport; 12 held

From PG 1
hidden inside trolley bags
bearing baggage tags of an-
other flight, while in others,
the narcotics were concealed
inside lumps of tamarind, he
said. All these passengers,
who had arrived from
Bangkok on various flights,
were arrested under provi-
sions of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, the official said.
In another operation, Cus-

toms sleuths recovered 6 kg
of suspected hydroponic
weed valued at Rs 6 crore
from three passengers, who
had also arrived from
Bangkok, and arrested them,
he said. The Customs also
seized gold valued at Rs 1.51
crore from four passengers
and diamonds of Rs 87.75
lakh from another person
and registered cases on
charges of smuggling, the of-
ficial added.

Circus at Park Circus Maidan
Faces PIL Over Pollution Concerns
MI News Service, Kolkata:
After more than a decade,
a grand circus show is set
to return to Park Circus
Maidan. Recently, the
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) granted per-
mission for organising the
event at the iconic ground.
However, the approval has
now sparked a legal battle,
with a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) filed before the
Calcutta High Court oppos-
ing the decision on the
grounds of environmental
pollution. The matter came
up on Friday before the Di-
vision Bench of Acting
Chief Justice Suvra Ghosh
Pal. On December 1, KMC
gave the green signal for
hosting the circus on one
side of Park Circus
Maidan. The last circus at

this venue was held in De-
cember 2014. Thereafter,
permission was withheld
due to the construction
and extension work of the
Maa and AJC Bose flyover
network. With the comple-
tion of the project, the cir-
cus finally returns after
ten long years—but not
without controversy, as the
issue has now reached the
High Court. The petitioner
argued that years ago,
plans to shift the Kolkata
Book Fair from its previ-
ous venue to Park Circus
Maidan were abandoned
after a case was filed in the
High Court citing pollution.
In the 2008 ruling, the
court accepted the pollu-
tion-related arguments
and directed that the fair
be moved. 
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Miscellaneous
Kolkata, Saturday

13 December, 2025

Name Change
I, Mohammad Abdul Momin Mondal
(Old Name) S/o Mohammad Golam
Mortaja Residing at Vill - Kankrasuti,
P.o - Nayabastia, District - North 24
Parganas, Pin - 743401, West Ben-
gal, India, have Changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Abdul Momin Mondal (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 12-12-
2025. Mohammad Abdul Momin
Mondal  (Old Name) and Abdul
Momin Mondal (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ujjwal Mukhopadhyay S/o Late De-
bidas Mukherjee Residing at Plot No -
B-3/128(A) Kalyani, P.o+P.s - Kalyani,
District - Nadia, Pin- 741235, West
Bengal India that my deceased father
who previously known as Debi Das
Mukhopadhyay (Old Name) shall
henceforth be known as Debidas
Mukherjee (New Name) as declared
before the Ld. A.C.J.II (1st Class) at
Kalyani, Nadia vide affidavit no 88
dated 11-12-2025. I declare that my
deceased father Debi Das Mukhopad-
hyay (Old Name) and Debidas
Mukherjee (New Name) is same and
one identical person.

change of Religion
I,Metu Bain, daughter of Tarapada
Bain,by faith Hindu,residing at Parui
Para,Uttar Kalsur,Deganga, North24
Parganas - 743438,West Bengal,
have changed my religion Hindu to
Islam vide an affidavit No 83723
sworn before the Notary Public at
North24Parganas on 05/12/2025.
Now My Religion is Islam.

Name Change
I, Ujjwal Mukherjee (Old Name) 
S/o Late Debidas Mukherjee Residing
at Plot No - B-3/128(A) Kalyani,
P.o+P.s - Kalyani, District - Nadia, 
Pin - 741235, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Ujjwal Mukhopad-
hyay (New Name) as declared before
the Ld. A.C.J.M.II (1st Class ) at
Kalyani, Nadia vide affidavit no 87
Dated 11-12-2025. Ujjwal Mukherjee
(Old Name) and Ujjwal Mukhopad-
hyay (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sharmistha Mukherjee (Old Name)
W/o Ujjwal Mukhopadhyay Residing
at Plot No - B-3/128(A) Kalyani,
P.o+P.s - Kalyani, District - Nadia, Pin
- 741235, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sharmistha
Mukhopadhyay (New Name) as de-
clared before the Ld. A.C.J.M.II (1st
Class ) at Kalyani, Nadia vide affi-
davit no 85 Dated 11-12-2025.
Sharmistha Mukherjee (Old Name)
and Sharmistha Mukhopadhyay
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjita Halder (Biswas), Sanjita
Halder Biswas (Old Name) D/o Dulal
Chandra Biswas Residing at 39A,
Paikpara Row, Friend Circle Club,
Paikpara, VTC - Belgachia, P.o - Bel-
gachia, District - Kolkata, Pin -
700037, West Bengal India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Sanjita Biswas
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 05/2025 Dated 12-12-2025. San-
jita Halder ( Biswas), Sanjita Halder
Biswas (Old Name) and Sanjita
Biswas (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Iman Ali Sardar (Old Name) S/o
Alabox Sardar Residing at Nischinta
Pur, Khodar Bazar, Baruipur (P),
Baruipur, District - South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 700144, West Bengal
India have Changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Iman Ali
Sardar (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide af-
fidavit no 37/2025 Dated 12-12-2025.
Md Iman Ali Sardar (Old Name) and
Iman Ali Sardar (New Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sadna Jain and/or Sadhna Jain (old
name), W/o. Sanjay Jain, R/o. Bandel
Balikata, Bandel, Chinsurah, Hooghly-
712123, W.B. do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Sadna
Jain and/or Sadhna Jain to Sadhana
Jain (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Sadhana Jain in all
purpose, vide an affidavit no. 12268
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 08/12/2025.
I, Sadna Jain and/or Sadhna Jain &
Sadhana Jain W/o. Sanjay Jain both
are the same & one identical person.
Rajat Jain is my son.

Name Change
I, Sk Ajijul Haque (old name), S/o.
Nazrul Haque, R/o. Sudarsan, Ram-
nathpur, Polba, Hooghly-712148, W.B.
do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Sk Ajijul Haque to Aji-
jul Haque (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Ajijul Haque
in all purpose, vide an affidavit no.
12153 sworn before Judicial Magis-
trate, Sadar, Hooghly Court on
06/12/2025. I, Sk Ajijul Haque & Ajijul
Haque & Ajijul Hak S/o. Nazrul Haque
both are the same & one identical per-
son. Ariful Haque is my son.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Rahis (old name), S/o.
Rasid Mia, R/o. Mearber Masjid Gali,
Chinsurah, Hooghly-712101, W.B. do
hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Mohammad Rahis to
Md Rahis (New Name) and henceforth
I shall be known as Md Rahis in all
purpose, vide an affidavit no. 12257
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 08/12/2025.
I, Mohammad Rahis & Md Rahis S/o.
Rasid Mia both are the same & one
identical person.  D.O.B. 19/07/1996.

Name Change
I, Alaknanda Devi & Aloknanda Devi
Patwa (old names) wife of Santosh
Kumar Patwa, resident of
Vivekananda Nagar, West Chowbhaga,
P.S.- Anandapur, Kolkata- 700105,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Alaknanda Devi Patwa (new name),
as declared Before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit No. 27, dated
12/12/2025. Alaknanda Devi Patwa
(new name) and Alaknanda Devi &
Aloknanda Devi Patwa (old names) all
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Juthika Rani Mandal Maitra (old
name) wife of Sujit Kumar Mandal and
daughter of Bijay Krishna Maitra, res-
ident of 159, Boys School Road,
Paschim Ichhapur LIC Para High Land,
Barasat (M), Dist.- North 24 Parganas,
Pin- 700126, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Juthika Rani Man-
dal (new name), as declared Before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit dated 11/12/2025. Juthika Rani
Mandal (new name) and Juthika Rani
Mandal Maitra (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Razia Khatoon (old name) D/O Md
Islam, resident of 28/1, Giri Babu Lane,
P.O.- Bowbazar, Kolkata 700012,
WEST BENGAL, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be
known as Rajia Khatoon (new name),
as declared Before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
11/12/2025. Rajia Khatoon (new name)
and Razia Khatoon (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Firoja Bibi Mondal (Old Name) W/o
Abdul Jabbar Mondal Residing at
Vill- Kankrasuti, P.o - Nayabastia,
District - North 24 Parganas, Pin -
743401, West Bengal, India, have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Firuja Bibi Mondal
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 12-12-2025. Firoja Bibi Mon-
dal  (Old Name) and Firuja Bibi Mon-
dal (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mafuja Bibi (Old Name) W/o Abdul
Momin Mondal Residing at Vill -
Kankrasuti, P.o - Nayabastia, District
- North 24 Parganas, Pin - 743401,
West Bengal, India, have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Mafuja Khatun Bibi (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public
Kolkata vide affidavit Dated 12-11-
2025. Mafuja Bibi (Old Name) and
Mafuja Khatun Bibi (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Ali Mondal (Old Name)
S/o Pear Ali Mondal Residing at Ward
3, Par Dankuni, Dankuni Coal Com-
plex, District - Hooghly, Pin - 712310,
West Bengal, India, have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Mahammed Ali Mondal (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit Dated
12-12-2025. Mohammad Ali Mondal
(Old Name) and Mahammed Ali Mon-
dal (New Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Hazi Kamrul Huda (Old Name) S/o
Nurul Mohammad Huda Residing at
Pandua Mahadebpur, Pandua, Dis-
trict - Hooghly, Pin - 712149, West
Bengal, India, have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Md Kamrul Huda (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit Dated
12-12-2025. Hazi Kamrul Huda
(Old Name) and Md Kamrul Huda
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sofique Ali Laskar (Old Name) S/o
Sherali Laskar Residing at Mallickpur,
Ganespur, Mallickpore, Baruipur, Dis-
trict - South 24 Parganas, Pin -
700145, West Bengal, India have
Changed my name and shall hence-
forth be Known as Shafique Laskar
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public Kolkata vide affidavit
no 44/2025 Dated 11-12-2025.
Sofique Ali Laskar  (Old Name) and
Shafique Laskar (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ishika Shaw (Old Name) D/o Rajesh
Shaw Residing at Nakari Mondal
Road, Kanchrapara, VTC - Anakha,
P.o - Kanchrapara, District - North
24 Parganas, Pin - 743145, West
Bengal, India have Changed my
name and shall henceforth be
Known as Ishika Kumari Shaw (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide affidavit no
36/2025 Dated 12-12-2025. Ishika
Shaw  (Old Name) and Ishika Kumari
Shaw (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Bilaspur–Manali–Leh
Strategic Rail Line: 489 km
Route with 270 km of Tun-
nels Planned at an Esti-
mated �1.31 Lakh Crore

Rail Budget for Himachal
Pradesh Jumps Over 25
Times, From �108 Crore
Per Annum in 2009-14 Pe-
riod to �2,716 Crore in
2025–26

Rail Connectivity En-
hanced with Commission-
ing of Nangal
Dam–Daulatpur Chowk
Section; Work Progresses
on Daulatpur Chowk–Tal-
wara and Chandigarh–
Baddi Lines; DPR Prepared
for Baddi–Ghanauli New
Line
MI News Service, New
Delhi, 12 Dec.25 : Bhanu-
palli-Bilaspur-Beri (63km)
New Rail Line project has
been sanctioned  on cost
sharing basis having 25%
share of State Government
of Himachal Pradesh and
75 % share of Central Gov-
ernment. Further, full cost
of land beyond Rs. 70
crore is to be borne by
Government of Himachal
Pradesh. Detailed Estimate
of the project was sanc-
tioned at a cost of Rs. 6753
crore including land cost of
Rs. 1617 crore.

In Himachal Pradesh,
124 Ha of land is required
for the execution of the
project. Against this re-
quirement, only 82 Ha
have been provided by
State Government of Hi-
machal Pradesh. Work has
been taken up on the avail-
able land. Land beyond Bi-
laspur to Beri is yet to be
handed over by Govern-
ment of Himachal Pradesh.
Non-availability of land is
adversely affecting the
project.

The total expenditure
incurred on the project so
far is Rs.5,252 crore. As
per cost sharing arrange-
ments Rs. 2,711 crore was
to be given by Government
of Himachal Pradesh.
However, they have de-
posited only Rs. 847 crore

as their share of cost.
Thus, Rs.1,863 crore is
balance with State Govern-
ment of Himachal Pradesh.
Non deposition of their
share of cost is adversely
affecting the progress of
project.

The progress of this
project is affected due to
non fulfillment of their
commitments by State
Govt. The support of State
Govt is required to expe-
dite the Project.

The Government of
India is geared up to exe-
cute projects, however
success depends upon the
support of Government of
Himachal Pradesh.

Himachal Pradesh
Budget allocation for

Infrastructure projects and
safety works, falling fully/
partly in the state of Hi-
machal Pradesh is as
under:                                               
Period Outlay
2009-14 108 crore/year
2025-26 2716 Cr. (More
than 25 times)

To improve connectivity
in Himachal Pradesh, Nan-
gal Dam - Una - Andaura -
Daulatpur Chowk (60 km)
section of Nangal Dam -
Talwara - Mukerian new
line project has been com-
missioned. Work of Daulat-
pur Chowk - Kartoli Punjab
- Talwara (52 km) section
has been taken up.  Fur-
ther, work of Chandigarh-
Baddi New Line (28 Km)
have also been taken up at
a cost of    Rs. 1540 crore.

Moreover, to improve
rail connectivity in Hi-
machal Pradesh, Survey
for Baddi-Ghanauli new
line (25 Km) has been
completed and Detailed
Project Report (DPR) has
been prepared.

Bilaspur – Manali – Leh
new line is identified as
strategic line by Ministry of
Defence. The survey has
been completed and De-
tailed Project Report has
been prepared.  The proj-
ect passes through difficult
terrain of Himalayas,

which are full of geological
surprises and numerous
problems. The total length
of the project is 489 Km in-
cluding tunnels of 270 km
length. Anticipated cost of
the project as per Detailed
Project Report is �1,31,000
crore.

Sanction of any railway
project depend upon many
parameters/factors which
include the following:
• Anticipated traffic projec-
tions and Remunerative-
ness of the proposed route
• First and last mile con-
nectivity provided by the
project
• Connection of missing
links and providing addi-
tional route
• Augmentation of con-
gested/saturated lines
• Demands raised by State
Governments/Central Min-
istries/Public representa-
tives,
• Railway’s own opera-
tional requirements
• Socio-economic consider-
ations
• Overall availability of
funds

Completion of Railway
project/s depends on vari-
ous factors which include
the following:
• Land acquisition by State
Government
• Forest clearance
• Shifting of infringing util-
ities
• Statutory clearances
from various authorities
• Geological and topo-
graphical conditions of
area
• Law and order situation
in the area of project site
• Number of working
months in a year for partic-
ular project site etc.

All these factors affect
the completion time and
cost of the project/s. This
information was provided
by the Union Minister for
Railways, Information &
Broadcasting and Elec-
tronics & Information
Technology, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw, in a reply to a
question in Rajya Sabha.

Critical Bridge Components Replaced
Within Sanctioned Block — A Benchmark
in Precision & Efficiency
MI News Service, Kolkata, 12 Dec.25 : En-
suring uninterrupted and smooth train
operations, the Bridge Line (BRL) Unit of
Sealdah Division delivered a remarkable
display of technical excellence, meticulous
planning, and flawless execution by com-
pleting a major infrastructure replace-
ment task during the night (00.00 hrs to
03.30 hrs) of 11/12 December 2025. The
team carried out extensive bridge compo-
nent renewal work on Bridge No. 1 (Line
No. 5) and the Common Passenger Line
(Sealdah–Bidhannagar Road)—all without
exceeding even a single minute of the
sanctioned traffic block.

The key achievements included the re-
placement of 3 cross girders and 6
stringers within the sanctioned block,
with zero block overrun, reflecting excep-
tional coordination and discipline. The ac-
tivities involved complete dismantling of
the track, removal of nearly 200 bolts and
nuts from existing cross-girders and
stringers, extraction of 3 damaged cross
girders and 6 damaged stringers, and in-
stallation of 3 new cross girders and 6
new stringers, followed by full reassembly
of sleepers, pads, rails, and fittings. The
bridge spans measured 1×10.3 m +
1×26.4 m + 1×13.4 m (Open Line), with a
total of 26 cross girders and 46 severely
damaged stringers replaced. The per-

formance highlights included achieving
the target ahead of schedule, executing
the work with precision engineering and
seamless teamwork, and ensuring signif-
icant enhancements in the safety, durabil-
ity, and structural reliability of the bridge.

This exceptional effort by the BRL Unit
stands as a testament to Sealdah Divi-
sion’s unwavering commitment to main-
taining safe, modern, and robust railway
infrastructure, even under demanding
overnight working conditions.

MI News Service, Kolkata, 12 Dec.25 : In line with Indian
Railways’ mission to promote clean and renewable en-
ergy, Khurda Road Division of East Coast Railway (ECoR)
is making significant strides in rooftop solar power gen-
eration across its service buildings and Railway infra-
structure.
Major Progress in Solar Capacity Installation : Khurda
Road Division has been consistently expanding its solar
power capacity with a long-term target of 14,408 kWp.
The progress so far is as follows: Up to 2023–24:
1,826.06 kWp, Up to 2024–25: 2,186.21 kWp, Up to
2025–26: 7,247.79 kWp (planned), In pipeline as on date:
3,148 kWp. This expansion is aimed at equipping various
service buildings with rooftop solar panels to generate
clean electricity and reduce dependency on conventional
sources. Application Submitted for Net Zero Certification.
ECoR has applied to the Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) under the “BEE Shunya Labelling Programme” for
Net Zero Certification. Key installations proposed under
this initiative include: Officers’ Club at Rail Kunj, includ-
ing Banquet Hall, Yoga Hall and Badminton Hall – 160
kWp, TRIP Shed, Bhubaneswar – 100 kWp, MEMU Shed,
Khurda Road – 1000 kWp. Commitment to Renewable
Energy and Carbon Reduction: Khurda Road Division of
East Coast Railway is committed to promoting solar en-
ergy to ensure long-term energy and ecological security
while significantly reducing carbon emissions. Rooftop
solar plants are being installed across office buildings,
workshops, hospitals and railway stations. In addition,
ECoR is planning Solar PV installations to further aug-
ment renewable energy generation for meeting traction
load requirements to the maximum possible extent. Once
the upcoming solar plants are commissioned, East Coast
Railway will have a total installed solar capacity of 14.4
MWp, which is expected to reduce carbon emissions by
13410 tonnes per annum. This initiative forms an inte-
gral part of East Coast Railway’s ongoing efforts to adopt
renewable energy and promote environmentally respon-
sible operations across Khurda Road Division.

Outstanding Performance By BRL Unit, Sealdah Division

Bhanupalli–Bilaspur–Beri (63 km) New 
Rail Line Sanctioned at �6,753 Crore

Khurda Road Division Accelerates Solar Energy
Expansion to Achieve Long-Term Energy Security

MI News Service, Kolkata, 12 Dec.25 : Due
to maintenance work, 225 minutes (from
23:45 hrs. of 15.12.2025 to 03:30 hrs. of
16.12.2025) Traffic & Power Block on line
no. 05 of Bridge no. 01 between Sealdah
& Bidhan Nagar Road stations has been
planned. Consequently, following
arrangements in train running have been
made as under: Cancellation of train on
15.12.2025: • 31447 Sealdah – Naihati
local• 31450 Naihati – Sealdah local.
Short termination / Short origination: •
31542 Shantipur – Sealdah local will be

short terminated at Barrackpore on
15.12.2025. • 31511 Sealdah –Shantipur
local will be short originated from Bar-
rackpore on 16.12.2025. • 33858 Ban-
gaon – Sealdah local will be short
terminated at Dum Dum Cantonment on
15.12.2025. • 33815 Sealdah – Bangaon
local will be short originated from Dum
Dum Cantonment on 16.12.2025. More-
over, 53171 Sealdah – Lalgola passenger
will leave Sealdah at 04:15 hrs. instead of
03:45 hrs. after the block cancelled on
16.12.2025.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
12 Dec.25 : The Minister
for Railways, Information
& Broadcasting and Elec-
tronics & Informationtech-
nology, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw today stated in
the Rajya Sabha that the
Ministryof Railways has
launched Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme for rede-
velopment of stationswith
a long-term approach.

In a written reply to the
question raised by MP Shri
Samik Bhattacharya in the
RajyaSabha today on the
current status of progress
of each of the 101 railway
stations inWest Bengal se-
lected under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme, in-
cluding percentageof work
completed, names of the
seven stations in West
Bengal where develop-
mentwork under the
scheme has not yet com-
menced, along with the
reasons for the samethe
expected timeline for com-
pletion of works at the re-
maining stations, along
with thetargets set by the
Ministry for the Financial
Year 2025-26 and the key
infrastructureupgrades
and passenger amenities
being provided under the
scheme at thesestations,
particularly concerning
safety, accessibility and
inter-modal integration,
theMinister said, the
scheme involves prepara-
tion of master plans and
theirimplementation in
phases to improve the sta-

tions. The master planning
includes:
Improvement of access to

station and circulating
areas
Integration of station with

both sides of city
Improvement of station

building
Improvement of waiting

halls, toilets, sitting
arrangement, water
booths

Provision of wider foot
over bridge/air concourse
commensurate withpas-
senger traffic

Provision of lift/escala-
tors/ramp

Improvement /Provision
of platform surface and
cover over platforms

Provision of kiosks for
local products through
schemes like ‘One Station
OneProduct’

Parking areas, multi-
modal integration

Amenities for Divyang-
jans

Better passenger infor-
mation systems

Provision of executive
lounges, nominated spaces
for business
meetings,landscaping, etc.
keeping in view the neces-
sity at each station.

The scheme also envis-
ages sustainable and envi-
ronment friendly solutions,
provisionof ballast-less
tracks etc. as per necessity,
phasing and feasibility and
creation of acity centre at
the station in the long
term, added the Union
Minister.

Regulation Of Trains For Maintenance Work At Sealdah Division

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Markets regulator
Sebi has introduced a new
framework to make it eas-
ier for low risk foreign in-
vestors to participate in
the Indian securities mar-
ket. The move, aimed at
simplifying compliance
and enhancing the coun-
try’s attractiveness as an
investment destination,
comes through the Single
Window Automatic and
Generalised Access for
Trusted Foreign Investors
(SWAGAT-FI).

The SWAGAT-FI frame-
work will provide easier in-
vestment access to low risk
foreign investors, enable a
unified registration process
across multiple investment
routes, and reduce re-
peated compliance and
documentation require-
ments for such entities.
Sebi has identified low risk
foreign investors to include
government-owned funds,
central banks, sovereign
wealth funds, multilateral
entities, highly regulated
public retail funds, and ap-
propriately regulated in-
surance companies, as well
as pension funds.

Sebi introduced the
SWAGAT-FI framework for
both Foreign Portfolio In-
vestors and Foreign Ven-
ture Capital Investors

through two separate noti-
fications dated 1 December.
The regulator has amended
FPIs and FVCIs regulations,
which will come into force
on 1 June, 2026. The
amendments follow the
Sebi board’s approval of the
proposal in September.
Under the new framework,
SWAGAT-FIs applying for
registration or already reg-
istered as FPIs have the op-
tion to also register as
FVCIs without the need for
additional documentation.

Registration under
both FPI and FVCI regula-
tions will enable SWAGAT-
FIs to invest in listed equity
instruments and debt secu-
rities of Indian companies
as FPIs, and in unlisted In-
dian companies engaged in
specified sectors and start-
ups as FVCIs under respec-
tive regulations. To
enhance ease of compli-
ance, Sebi has increased
the periodicity for continu-
ance of registration, in-
cluding payment of fees

and review of KYC docu-
mentation, to 10 years, up
from the current three-
year or five-year periods.

For FPIs operating
from International Finan-
cial Services Centres, Sebi
has allowed retail schemes
with a resident Indian
sponsor or manager to reg-
ister as FPIs. Currently,
only Alternative Invest-
ment Funds in IFSCs with a
resident Indian sponsor or
manager are permitted to
register as FPIs. Sebi also
noted that limits on spon-
sor contribution by resi-
dent Indian
non-individuals in funds
set up in IFSC, as specified
by Sebi and International
Financial Services Centres
Authority, were at vari-
ance, creating a risk of
non-compliance. The regu-
lator amended FPI Regula-
tions to cap such sponsor
contributions at a maxi-
mum of 10 per cent of the
corpus of the fund or assets
under management in the
case of retail schemes.

As of June 30, 2025,
India had 11,913 regis-
tered FPIs holding assets
worth Rs 80.83 lakh crore.
Sebi estimates that SWA-
GAT-FIs will contribute
more than 70 per cent of
the total assets under cus-
tody of all FPIs.

SEBI launches single window
access for low risk foreign investors

Modernisation Of Railway Stations under 
Amrit Bharat Scheme In West Bengal

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organisations (FIEO)
convened a high-level inter-
action in Kolkata recently to
explore emerging trade op-
portunities between the
United Kingdom (UK) and
India under CETA, organised
as part of the Niryat Bandhu
initiative aimed at mentoring
new and aspiring exporters. 

The session featured His
Majesty’s Trade Commis-
sioner for South Asia, Harjin-
der Kang, formerly the UK’s
Chief Negotiator for the UK–
India Free Trade Agreement.
Speaking at the event, Kang
said,  “The trade relations
between India and the UK
are extremely positive right
now. India is doing very well
with all its relations and that
is showing. On the business
side, our trade has already
gone up because of the con-
fidence in the trade deal. And
I think it’ll only get stronger.” 

He was joined by Dr. An-
drew Fleming, Deputy High
Commissioner, Kolkata,
along with senior members
of the UK Trade Policy Team.
Reflecting on the progress of
bilateral negotiations, Dr.
Fleming noted,  “After
months of negotiation, the
trade agreement has been
signed. It’s a turning point for
businesses on both sides. The
UK already imports so much,
but we estimate an increase
of £9.9 billion. What truly
distinguishes the UK is that
customers are conscious
about where their products
come from.

Kolkata hosts dialogue on 
UK–INDIA trade opportunities

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Bidhannagar Mela (Utsav)
has begun. The township’s
favourite fair is on at Central
Park from 2pm to 10pm, till
December 21. The fair, that is
organised by Bidhannagar
Municipal Corporation, was
inaugurated on December 1.
The date also happened to be
the joint birthday of Sujit
Bose, MLA and minister, and
Sabyasachi Dutta, chairman
of the Corporation. So during
the inauguration ceremony,
mayor Krishna Chakraborty
called for a three-tier cake
that was cut by the duo. The
two, known to be political ad-
versaries, happily fed each
other slices. Also in atten-
dance were ministers Shashi
Panja, Bratya Basu, Chan-
drima Bhattacharya, a host
of councillors and other dig-
nitaries. “From the day after
this fair ends residents start
enquiring when it will begin
the next year. Such is its pop-
ularity,” said the mayor. 

BIDHANNAGAR FAIR sees
return of Bangladesh stalls
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MI News Service, Kharagpur: A 
devastating fire broke out in Ping-
la's bakery on a winter night. It is 
being told that there has been a loss 
of lakhs of rupees. Incident: A dev-
astating fire broke out in a bakery 
located in Pingla of West Medinipur 
district. It is known that a sudden 
fire broke out in 'Bakery' located in 
Barisha Bazar area of ​​Pingla Gram 
Panchayat No. 9 and the bakery 
was completely burnt to ashes. The 
owner of the bakery is in trouble 
due to massive loss in this incident 
that happened before Christmas. 
Let us tell you that the bread, cakes 
and chanachur of this bakery were 
in great demand in the local area. 
Preliminary investigation has re-
vealed that the fire may have been 
caused by a short circuit. As soon as 
the information about the fire was 
received, the police of Moyna and 
Pingla police stations immediately 
reached the spot. The fire depart-
ment was also informed. The fire 
was brought under control with the 
efforts of police and firefighters.

MI News Service, Kalyani: 
The Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research (IISER) 
Kolkata on Friday hosted two 
public lectures by internationally 
reputed mathematicians Prof. M. 
Ram Murty and Prof. V. Kumar 
Murty as part of its annual out-
reach initiative. The programme 
drew nearly 550 students from 
schools and colleges in Nadia 
and neighbouring districts.

Prof. M. Ram Murty, A.V. 
Douglas Distinguished University 
Professor at Queen’s University, 
delivered a lecture titled “The 
Art of Research,” reflecting on 
the principles that guide mean-

ingful scientific inquiry. Prof. V. 
Kumar Murty, Professor at the 
University of Toronto and Direc-
tor of the Lodha Mathematical 
Sciences Institute, spoke on “Re-
flections on the Computer and 
the Human Brain,” discussing 
the distinctions and intersections 
between human cognition and 
computational systems in the 
context of the growing influence 
of artificial intelligence.

The Department of Mathe-
matics and Statistics organised 
exhibitions, demonstrations, 
and poster presentations, which 
formed a major part of the en-
gagement for visiting students. A 

documentary on IISER Kolkata 
was also screened to familiarise 
visitors with the institute’s re-

search environment, facilities, 
and campus life.

Prof. Rangeet Bhattacharyya, 

Officiating Director, emphasised 
the institute’s commitment to 
fostering scientific curiosity 
among young learners and an-
nounced plans to hold similar 
events annually. He acknowl-
edged the efforts of faculty 
members, volunteers, and staff 
in the successful conduct of the 
programme.

Established in 2006 under 
the Ministry of Education, IIS-
ER Kolkata is an Institute of 
National Importance and offers 
research-driven undergraduate 
and postgraduate programmes 
aimed at nurturing scientific 
talent.

MI News Service,  
Krishnanagar: Kanyashree 
University on Friday organised a 
Faculty Orientation Programme 
for newly appointed teachers, 
with a focus on contemporary 
academic practices, research en-
vironment and updated pedagog-
ical approaches. The programme 
was presided over by Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof. Tapati Chakraborty.

In her address, Prof. 
Chakraborty highlighted the need 
to strengthen student-teacher en-
gagement, promote mental and 
academic empowerment, and 
encourage innovation in teach-
ing. She urged faculty members 
to move beyond the distinction 
between guest and permanent 

appointments and to approach 
their responsibilities with a sense 
of collective academic purpose.

The chief guest, Prof. Sourang-
shu Mukhopadhyay, Vice-Chan-
cellor of Mahatma Gandhi Univer-

sity, spoke on the shifting contours 
of higher education and the eth-
ical obligations of the teaching 
profession. He emphasised the 
relevance of adopting modern 
technologies and encouraged fac-

ulty to undertake UGC-led NEP 
programmes and courses on the 
Indian Knowledge System offered 
by various institutions.

The orientation included ad-
dresses by Prof. Kartick Chandra 
Pramanik (Bankura University), 
Prof. Anuradha Kayal (Rabindra 
Bharati University), and Prof. Su-
jay Kumar Mandal (University of 
Kalyani). The speakers discussed 
quality benchmarks in higher 
education, emerging research 
opportunities, and contemporary 
pedagogical frameworks.

Prof. Kayal underscored the 
centrality of research in universi-
ty systems, noting that structured 
research projects are essential to 
academic growth.

University officials said the 
programme was intended to 
foster collaboration among new 
faculty members, strengthen the 
academic ecosystem, and reaf-
firm the institution’s commit-
ment to excellence in teaching 
and research. Participants noted 
that the university’s organised 
approach and institutional clarity 
enhanced their confidence.

The event, held on the universi-
ty’s academic campus, concluded 
with a vote of thanks by Registrar 
Krishnendu Rakshit, who stated 
that the university would continue 
to conduct similar faculty develop-
ment initiatives. The session was 
moderated by Dr. Ayonita Saha of 
the Department of English.

MI News Service, 12 Dec 2025, 
Kolkata: More Metro services 
are going to be operated in Green 
Line from 15.12.2025 (Monday). 
From that day, 228 services (114 
UP and 114 DN) will be operated 
in Green Line from Monday to 
Friday instead of 226 services. On 
Saturdays, 204 services will be 
operated instead of 202 services. 
On Sundays, 108 services will be 
operated instead of 104 services.

From 15.12.2025, last Metro 
from Howrah Maidan will leave at 
22.05 hrs. from Monday to Sun-
day and this Metro will run up to 
Central Park station.

Services from Monday to Sat-
urdays:

First Service:
At   06.39 hrs from Salt Lake 

Sector V to Howrah Maidan (No 
change).

At   06.45 hrs from Howrah 
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V (In-
stead of 06.30 hrs.).

Last Service:
At   21.55 hrs from Salt Lake 

Sector V to Howrah Maidan (In-
stead of 21.47 hrs.).

At   21.55 hrs from Howrah 
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V (In-
stead of 21.45 hrs.).

At 22.05 hrs. from Howrah 
Maidan to Central Park (New ser-
vice).

Services on Sundays:
First Service:
At   09.02 hrs from Salt Lake 

Sector V to Howrah Maidan (No 
change).

At   09.00 hrs from Howrah 
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V (No 
change).

At 09.00 hrs. from City Center 
to Howrah Maidan (New service).

Last Service:
At   21.55 hrs from Salt Lake 

Sector V to Howrah Maidan (In-
stead of 21.47 hrs.). At   21.55 
hrs from Howrah Maidan to Salt 
Lake Sector V (Instead of 21.45 
hrs.). At   22.05 hrs. from How-
rah Maidan to Central Park (New 
service).

MI News Service, 12 Dec 
2025, Kolkata: Metro Rail-
way is going to operate 
special Metro services on 
14.12.2025 (Sunday) for the 
aspirants of 27th State Eli-
gibility Test (SET) Examina-
tion. On that day, Metro ser-
vices will be operated from 
07.00 hrs. in Blue Line and 
Green Line. In both the Corri-
dors from 07.00 hrs. to 08.00 
hrs. services will be available 

at 20 mins intervals. From 
08.00 hrs. to 09.00 hrs. ser-
vices will be available at 15 
mins intervals.

In Blue Line, first service 
from Dakshineswar will 
be available at 07.00 hrs. 
and first service from Sahid 
Khudiram will be available 
at 07.03 hrs. In Green Line, 
first services from Howrah 
Maidan and Salt Lake Sector 
V will start at 07.00 hrs.

From 09.00 hrs. normal 
Sunday services will be op-
erated in both the Corridors.

On 14.12.2025, 144 ser-
vices (72 UP and 72 DN) 
will be operated instead of 
130 services in Blue Line. In 
Green Line 118 services (59 
UP and 59 DN) will be oper-
ated instead of 104 services.

Normal services will be 
available on Yellow Line on 
that day.

MI News Service, 12 Dec 2025, Bhu-
baneswar: East Coast Railway (ECoR) has 
significantly strengthened its security and sur-
veillance framework by extensively deploying 
solar-powered CCTV cameras and introduc-
ing advanced surveillance drones across its 
jurisdiction. These initiatives aim to enhance 
passenger safety, prevent trespassing, improve 
monitoring in remote areas, and ensure bet-
ter protection of railway property and staff. 
Solar-Based CCTV Cameras Installed Across 
Divisions: To ensure uninterrupted surveil-
lance in areas with limited or no power supply, 
ECoR has installed solar-based CCTV systems 
at vulnerable and operationally sensitive loca-
tions across all three divisions: Waltair Division 
(WAT): 113 solar-powered CCTV cameras in-
stalled at trespass-prone locations and railway 
yards. Procurement of 115 additional cameras 
is under process. Khurda Road Division (KUR): 
6 solar-based CCTV cameras commissioned at 

key points. Procurement of 1027 more camer-
as is in progress with the Stores Department, 
KUR. Sambalpur Division (SBP): 46 solar-based 
CCTV cameras installed at strategic and criti-
cal sites. Public-Centric Benefits: The deploy-
ment of these solar-powered CCTV systems is 
expected to greatly benefit passengers and the 
public by ensuring enhanced safety in vulner-
able areas, preventing crimes, reducing tres-
passing incidents, and enabling more effective 
monitoring in remote locations. The cameras 

also support better crowd management during 
peak times, help in swift response during 
emergencies, improve post-incident analysis, 
and enhance security for railway staff. 
This initiative reinforces ECoR’s commitment 
to providing a safer, more secure, and peo-
ple-friendly railway environment.

Enhanced Aerial Surveillance with Drones: 
Complementing the ground surveillance net-
work, East Coast Railway has further strength-
ened monitoring capabilities using drones:

Massive fire broke 
out in the bakery

More Metro services in 
green line from Monday Special Metro services for state eligibility test 

examination on Sunday in blue line and green line

East Coast Railway Enhances Passenger Safety with Large- Scale 
Deployment of Solar CCTV  Cameras and Surveillance Drones

IISER Kolkata Organises Public Lectures by Eminent Mathematicians from foreign nations

Kanyashree University conducts orientation for newly recruited faculty

NOTICE
Sanjoy Ghatak father of Adhrita 
Ghatak who was the student of 
Maharishi Vidya Mandir of N S C 
Bose Road , Kolkata-700047 have 
appeared for ISC Board Examina-
tion at  above mentioned  School 
having Unique Id 7909661 and 
Index Number 2253284/105 in 
the year 2025 and have passed 
the examination for which she 
was provided with a Pass Certif-
icate cum Statement of Marks 
from above mentioned institu-
tion. for which she filed a G.D on 
21.09.25 having G.D. no. 1391 of 
Netaji Nagar P.S.Kol-47. Any per-
son having found in the aforesaid 
Certificate is hereby required to 
communicate the same to the 
undersigned within 07 days from 
the date of publication of the No-
tice with Pass Certificate cum 
Statement of Marks. Subsequent 
claim shall not be entertained.

SANJOY GHATAK
Advocate

9903327616.
2/100, Sree Colony, 
Kolkata - 700 092
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CALIFORNIA : A study suggests
that the Y chromosome may
impact the genetic basis of diges-
tive diseases. The Y chromosome
is responsible for important bio-
logical roles such as sex determi-
nation and male fertility.

The complete sequencing of
the human Y chromosome is a
tremendous step forward in
human genetics, opening up new
avenues for research into diges-
tive disorders.

This milestone, when com-
bined with developments in third-
generation sequencing technolo-
gies, has the potential to change
our understanding of the genetic
underpinnings of digestive issues
and pave the way for more per-
sonalised and effective treatment
regimens.

The Y chromosome, the small-
est of the human chromosomes,
has long been shrouded in mys-
tery due to its intricate repeating
pattern.

Recent improvements in
sequencing technologies, on the
other hand, have enabled
researchers to unearth the precise
features of this genetic domain,
offering insight into its role in sex
determination and its potential

impact on a wide range of illness-
es, notably those affecting the
digestive system. The findings
were published in the journal
eGastroenterology. The comple-
tion of the Y chromosome
sequence provides a comprehen-
sive resource for detecting genetic
variants that may contribute to
digestive problems. This informa-
tion is crucial for understanding
the "missing heritability" prob-
lem, where the proportion of dis-

ease risk attributable to known
genetic factors falls short of what
is expected based on heritability
estimates. With their ability to
generate long, continuous DNA
reads, third-generation sequenc-
ing technologies play a pivotal role
in deciphering the complex
genomic landscapes of digestive
diseases. These technologies
enable the detection of structural
variations, such as copy number
variations and inversions, which

were previously inaccessible using
older sequencing methods. These
structural variations may play a
significant role in disease suscep-
tibility and progression.

The combined power of com-
plete Y chromosome sequencing
and third-generation sequencing
technologies holds immense
promise for advancing digestive
disease research.

By identifying novel genetic
variants and elucidating their
functional roles, researchers can
better understand the mecha-
nisms underlying digestive disor-
ders and develop more targeted
and effective therapies.

In addition to unravelling the
genetic basis of digestive diseases,
completing the Y chromosome
sequence also opens up new
opportunities for investigating
sex-specific genetic effects.

Sex differences in disease sus-
ceptibility and progression are
well-documented in many diges-
tive disorders, yet the underlying
genetic mechanisms remain
largely unknown. With its unique
genetic content and expression
patterns, the Y chromosome may
play a crucial role in these sex
disparities.

MONTREAL, CANADA : Anti-rheumatic medications
used to treat rheumatoid arthritis may help decrease
the development of autoimmune thyroid illness,
according to a new observational study.

The findings were reported in the Journal of
Internal Medicine.

Rheumatoid arthritis patients are more likely to
develop autoimmune thyroid diseases such as
Hashimoto's disease and Graves' disease.
Immunomodulatory drugs, which alter the immune
system, are routinely used to treat RA patients, but
they are rarely utilised to address autoimmune thy-
roid disorders.

Thyroid hormone is instead utilised to compen-
sate for the defects in normal thyroid function caused
by autoimmune thyroid illness.

The current study sought to determine whether
immunomodulatory medicines that lower inflamma-
tion in the joints of RA patients could also lessen the
chance of these patients acquiring autoimmune thy-
roid illness.

Previous research in mice suggests that DMARDs,
a type of immune-modulatory medicine used to treat
rheumatoid arthritis, can lower thyroid gland inflam-
mation. According to the research team, knowledge
of whether this impact also extends to humans is lim-
ited.

The researchers analysed data from over 13,000
patients with rheumatoid arthritis and their treat-
ments between 2006 and 2018, as well as data from
over 63,000 people in a matched control group who
did not have rheumatoid arthritis.

The researchers discovered that the chance of
acquiring an autoimmune thyroid illness in RA
patients was lower after the disease's commence-
ment than before diagnosis.

Patients with rheumatoid arthritis who were
treated with immunomodulatory medications, or

'biological DMARDs,' had the greatest reduction in
the incidence of autoimmune thyroid illness. The
probability of autoimmune thyroid illness in these
patients was 46% lower than in the control group
without rheumatoid arthritis.

"These results support the hypothesis that certain
types of immunomodulatory drugs could have a pre-
ventive effect on autoimmune thyroid disease," said
Kristin Waldenlind, researcher at the Department of
Medicine, Solna, Division of Clinical Epidemiology,
Karolinska Institutet, specialist in rheumatology at
Karolinska University Hospital and first author of the
study.

"Our results do not prove that it is the treatment
with immunomodulatory drugs that led to the
reduced risk of autoimmune thyroid disease, but pro-
vide support for this hypothesis. The results, if they
can be replicated in further studies, open up the pos-
sibility of studying more directly in clinical trials
whether the immunomodulatory drugs currently
used for rheumatoid arthritis could also be used for
the early treatment of autoimmune thyroid disease,
i.e. for new areas of use of these drugs, known as
drug repurposing." 

NEW MEXICO [US] :
According to a recent study
published in Science, E. coli
bacteria may be significant-
ly more capable of acquir-
ing antibiotic resistance
than scientists previously
assumed.

Led by SFI External
Professor Andreas Wagner,
the researchers experimen-
tally mapped more than
260,000 possible mutations
of an E. coli protein that is
essential for the bacteria's
survival when exposed to
the antibiotic trimethoprim.

Over the course of thou-
sands of highly realistic dig-
ital simulations, the
researchers then found that
75% of all possible evolu-
tionary paths of the E. coli
protein ultimately endowed
the bacteria with such a
high level of antibiotic
resistance that a clinician
would no longer give the
antibiotic trimethoprim to a
patient.

"In essence, this study
suggests that bacteria like
E. coli may be more adept
at evolving resistance to
antibiotics than we initially
thought, and this has
broader implications for
understanding how various

systems in evolutionary
biology, chemistry, and
other fields adapt and
evolve," says Wagner, an
evolutionary biologist at the
University of Zurich in
Switzerland.

Besides uncovering new
and potentially worrisome
findings about antibiotic
resistance, the researchers'
work also casts doubt on a
longstanding theory about
fitness landscapes. These
genetic maps represent
how well an organism -- or
a part of it, like a protein --
adapts to its environment.

On fitness landscapes,
different points on the land-
scape represent different
genotypes of an organism,
and the height of these
points represents how well
each genotype is adapted to
its environment. In evolu-
tionary biology terms, the
goal is to find the highest
peak, which indicates the
fittest genotype.

Prevailing theory
regarding fitness land-
scapes predicts that in
highly rugged landscapes,
or those with multiple
peaks of fitness, most evolv-
ing populations will become
trapped at lower peaks and

never reach the pinnacle of
evolutionary adaptation.

However, testing this
theory has been exceeding-
ly difficult until now due to
the lack of experimental
data on sufficiently large
fitness landscapes.

To address this chal-
lenge, Wagner and col-
leagues used CRISPR gene
editing technology to create
one of the most combinato-
rially complete fitness land-
scapes to date for the E. coli
dihydrofolate reductase
(DHFR) protein.

What they found was
surprising. The landscape
had many peaks, but most
were of low fitness, making
them less interesting for
adaptation. However, even
in this rugged landscape,
about 75% of the popula-
tions they simulated
reached high fitness peaks,
which would grant E. coli
high antibiotic resistance.

The real-world implica-
tions are significant. If
rugged landscapes like this
are common in biological
systems, it could mean that
many adaptive processes,
such as antibiotic resist-
ance, may be more accessi-
ble than previously thought.

The result could ulti-
mately lead to a re-evalua-
tion of theoretical models in
various fields and prompt
further research into how
real-world landscapes
impact evolutionary
processes.

"This has profound
implications not only in
biology but beyond,
prompting us to reevaluate
our understanding of land-
scape evolution across vari-
ous fields," Wagner says.
"We need to shift from
abstract theoretical models
to data-informed, realistic
landscape models."

CALIFORNIA [US] : It has been general-
ly held that when you eagerly dig into a
long-awaited dinner, signals from your
stomach to your brain keep you from
eating so much you'll regret it. A team of
scientists at UC San Francisco recently
decided to test the theory and the pic-
ture, it turns out, is a little different.

The team, led by Zachary Knight,
PhD, a UCSF professor of physiology in
the Kavli Institute for Fundamental
Neuroscience, discovered that it's our
sense of taste that pulls us back from the
brink of food inhalation on a hungry day.

Stimulated by the perception of
flavour, a set of neurons - a type of brain
cell - moves into action to curtail our
food intake.

"We've uncovered a logic the brain-
stem uses to control how fast and how
much we eat, using two different kinds
of signals, one coming from the mouth,
and one coming much later from the
gut," said Knight, who is also an investi-
gator with the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute and a member of the UCSF
Weill Institute for Neurosciences. "This
discovery gives us a new framework to

understand how we control our eating."
The study was published in Nature.
It could help reveal exactly how

weight-loss drugs like Ozempic work,
and how to make them more effective.

Pavlov proposed over a century ago
that the sight, smell and taste of food are
important for regulating digestion. More
recent studies in the 1970s and 1980s
have also suggested that the taste of food
may restrain how fast we eat, but it's
been impossible to study the relevant
brain activity during eating because the
brain cells that control this process are
located deep in the brainstem, making
them hard to access or record in an ani-
mal that's awake.

New techniques developed by lead
author Truong Ly, PhD, a graduate stu-
dent in Knight's lab, allowed for the
first-ever imaging and recording of a
brainstem structure critical for feeling
full, called the nucleus of the solitary
tract, or NTS, in an awake, active
mouse. He used those techniques to look
at two types of neurons that have been
known for decades to have a role in food
intake. The team found that when they

put food directly into the mouse's stom-
ach, brain cells called PRLH (for pro-
lactin-releasing hormone) were activat-
ed by nutrient signals sent from the GI
tract, in line with traditional thinking

and the results of prior studies.
However, when they allowed the mice to
eat the food as they normally would,
those signals from the gut didn't show
up. Instead, the PRLH brain cells

switched to a new activity pattern that
was entirely controlled by signals from
the mouth.

"It was a total surprise that these
cells were activated by the perception of
taste," said Ly. "It shows that there are
other components of the appetite-control
system that we should be thinking
about."

While it may seem counterintuitive
for our brains to slow eating when we're
hungry, the brain is actually using the
taste of food in two different ways at the
same time. One part is saying, "This
tastes good, eat more," and another part
is watching how fast you're eating and
saying, "Slow down or you're going to be
sick." "The balance between those is
how fast you eat," said Knight.

The activity of the PRLH neurons
seems to affect how palatable the mice
found the food, Ly said. That meshes
with our human experience that food is
less appetizing once you've had your fill
of it.

The PRLH-neuron-induced slowdown
also makes sense in terms of timing. The
taste of food triggers these neurons to

switch their activity in seconds, from
keeping tabs on the gut to responding to
signals from the mouth.

Meanwhile, it takes many minutes for
a different group of brain cells, called
CGC neurons, to begin responding to sig-
nals from the stomach and intestines.
These cells act over much slower time
scales - tens of minutes - and can hold
back hunger for a much longer period of
time.

"Together, these two sets of neurons
create a feed-forward, feedback loop,"
said Knight. "One is using taste to slow
things down and anticipate what's com-
ing. The other is using a gut signal to say,
'This is how much I really ate. Ok, I'm
full now!'" The CGC brain cells' response
to stretch signals from the gut is to
release GLP-1, the hormone mimicked
by Ozempic, Wegovy and other new
weight-loss drugs.

These drugs act on the same region
of the brainstem that Ly's technology has
finally allowed researchers to study.
"Now we have a way of teasing apart
what's happening in the brain that
makes these drugs work," he said.

Our sense of taste helps us pace our eating: Study

Y-chromosome impacts
hereditary of digestive issues

WASHINGTON DC [US] : Plants
lack visual organs, so how do they
know where light comes from? In
an original study combining
expertise in biology and engineer-
ing, the team led by Prof Christian
Fankhauser at UNIL, in collabora-
tion with colleagues at EPFL, dis-
covered that a light-sensitive
plant tissue uses the optical prop-
erties of the interface between air
and water to generate a light gra-
dient that is 'visible' to the plant.

These results have been pub-
lished in the journal Science.

The majority of living organ-
isms (micro-organisms, plants
and animals) have the ability to
determine the origin of a light
source, even in the absence of a
sight organ comparable to the
eye. This information is invalu-
able for orienting oneself or opti-
mal positioning in the environ-
ment. Perceiving where light is
coming from is particularly
important for plants, which use
this information to position their
organs, a phenomenon known as
phototropism. This enables them
to capture more of the sun's rays,
which they then convert into
chemical energy through the
process of photosynthesis, a vital
process which is necessary for the
production of nearly all of the food
we eat.

Although the photoreceptor
that initiates phototropism has
long been known, the optical
properties of photosensitive plant
tissue have until now remained a
mystery. A multidisciplinary study
published in Science, combining
the expertise of the teams of DrSc.
Christian Fankhauser (full profes-
sor and director of the Integrative
Genomics Centre in the Faculty of
Biology and Medicine at UNIL),
DrSc. Andreas Schuler (head of
the Nanotechnology for Solar
Energy Conversion group at
EPFL's Solar Energy and Building
Physics Laboratory) and UNIL's
Electron Microscopy Centre
uncovered a surprising tissue fea-

ture allowing plants to detect
directional light cues. "It all start-
ed with the observation of a
mutant of the model species
Arabidopsis thaliana, the thale
cress, whose stem was surprising-
ly transparent", explains
Christian Fankhauser, who led the
research. 

These plants failed to respond
to light correctly. The UNIL biolo-
gist then decided to call on the
skills of his colleague Andreas
Schuler from EPFL, in order to
further compare the specific opti-
cal properties of the mutant ver-
sus wild type samples. "We found
that the natural milky appear-
ance of the stems of young wild
plants was in fact due to the pres-
ence of air in intercellular chan-
nels precisely located in various
tissues. In the mutant specimens,
the air is replaced by an aqueous
liquid, giving them a translucent
appearance", continues the
researcher.

But what purpose do such air-
filled channels serve? They
enable the photosensitive stem to
establish a light gradient that can
be "read" by the plant. The plant
can then determine the origin of
the light source. This phenome-
non is due to the different optical
properties of air and water, which
make up the majority of living tis-

sue. "More specifically, air and
water have different refractive
indices. This leads to light scat-
tering as it passes through the
seedling. We have all observed
this phenomenon when admiring
a rainbow", explains Martina
Legris, a postdoctoral fellow in
Prof Fankhauser's group and co-
first author of the study.

Thanks to their research, the
scientists have revealed a novel
mechanism that enables living
organisms to perceive where the
light is coming from, enabling
them to position their organs
such as leaves in a way that opti-
mizes light capture for photosyn-
thesis. The study also provided a
better understanding of the for-
mation of air-filled intercellular
channels, which have a range of
functions in plants, in addition to
the formation of light gradients.
Among other uses, these channels
promote gas exchange and also
make it possible to resist hypoxia
(reduction in the quantity of oxy-
gen) in the event of flooding. Their
development from the embryonic
stage to adulthood, is still very
poorly understood. Genetic
resources used in this study will
be useful to better understand the
formation and maintenance of
these intriguing structures.

WASHINGTON DC : People with diabetes (Diabetes
Mellitus) are two to three times more likely to suffer
from depression than those who do not, according
to the Centres for Disease Control.

Therapy, medicine, or both are currently avail-
able as treatment options. The scientific under-
standing of the multidimensional interplay between
food, mental health, and diabetes, on the other
hand, is still in its early phases.

The Mason researchers wanted to discover more
about the relationship between nutrition, diabetes,
and mental health.

According to two literature studies conducted by
assistant professor Raedeh Basiri, poor nutrition
plays a dual role in both the likelihood of acquiring
Type 2 diabetes and the impact on mental health,
including anxiety and sadness.

According to the findings, mental problems like
depression and anxiety raise the likelihood of hav-
ing Type 2 diabetes, and diabetes raises the risk of
developing depression and anxiety. Nutritional ther-
apies can help with both of these health problems.

"Our findings underscore the pivotal role of
dietary choices in reducing the risks associated with
both diabetes and mental health. The implications
of these findings extend beyond the scientific com-
munity, as they hold promise for informing public
health policies, health care practices, and dietary
recommendations that can positively impact the
general population, said Basiri, the lead author of
the papers. "Ultimately, the research seeks to
empower individuals to make informed and health-
promoting dietary choices that can serve as a proac-
tive strategy for the prevention and management of
diabetes, as well as anxiety and depression," Basiri
said. More specifically, the team's findings provide a
comprehensive view of the relationship between
dietary patterns, health outcomes, and the critical
role of eating behaviour in the context of Type 2 dia-
betes and mental health. The team found that eat-
ing foods rich in fresh fruits and vegetables, whole
grains, lean protein, and low-fat dairy is associated
with a reduced risk of Type 2 diabetes and mental
health disorders such as depression and anxiety.
Conversely, a diet with a large number of processed
foods was found to have a negative effect, increas-
ing the susceptibility to type 2 diabetes, depression,
and anxiety. Additionally, the research team found
that a diet with energy-dense foods but lacking in
essential nutrients, such as omega-3 fatty acids,
vitamin D, vitamin E, vitamin B6, vitamin B12,
folate, selenium, chromium, and magnesium, is
associated.

Anti-rheumatic drugs may be
able to prevent thyroid disease

Study sheds light on antibiotic
resistance, fitness landscapes

Poor eating choices
are linked to poor
mental health, risk of
diabetes: Study

Research reveals how plants determine
where light is coming from
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Safety Budget Grows Al-
most Three Times From
�39,463 Crore in 2013–14
to �1,16,470 Crore in Cur-
rent Fiscal

Fog Safety Devices Rise
288 Times — From 90 in
2014 to 25,939 in 2025:
Ashwini Vaishnaw

Centralised Electronic In-
terlocking and Track-Cir-
cuiting Completed in 21
Stations Each Over the Last
Four Months
MI News Service, New
Delhi, 12 Dec.25 : Safety
and Security of passengers
is accorded high priority on
Indian Railways. Any un-
usual incident is thor-
oughly investigated by the
Railway Administration.
Wherever any reason other
than technical reason is
suspected, the help of State
Police is taken.

In some cases, the guid-
ance of Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) is also sought. How-
ever, the primary means of
investigation is through the
State Police. This is in line
with the constitutional
arrangements under which
the investigation of crimi-
nal activity, maintenance of
Law and Order and secu-
rity of railway infrastruc-
ture i.e. tracks, bridges,
tunnels etc. is responsibility
of the State Government.

In all incidents of sabo-
tage/tampering with rail-
way track reported in 2023
and 2024, cases have been
registered by Police/GRP of
states and other law en-
forcement agencies fol-
lowed by investigation,
arrest of offenders and
their prosecution.

The following steps are
being taken by Railways
for better coordination
with State Police/GRP, for
coordinated action to pre-
vent such incidents and its
monitoring :-

• Frequent patrolling of
identified black spots and
vulnerable sections are
being jointly done by Rail-

waymen, RPF, GRP & Civil
Police.

• Special teams are
formed to patrol high-risk
areas, vulnerable sections
and sharing of intelligence
to mitigate threats effec-
tively.

• Regular drives are
conducted to remove mate-
rial lying near to the rail-
way tracks which can
potentially be used by mis-
creants for obstruction by
putting those materials on
railway track.

• The people living
near railway track are
being sensitized about the
consequences of putting
foreign material on track,
removing rail components

etc. and are requested to
keep watch and report any
suspected activity immedi-
ately.

• State Level Security
Committee of Railways
(SLSCR) meetings are
being conducted, which
have been constituted in
each State under the chair-
manship of DGsP/Commis-
sioner of Police of
respective States/Union
territory with representa-
tives of RPF, GRP and Intel-
ligence units. Close liaison
is actively made by RPF
with the State Police/GRP
authorities at all levels to
control Crime, registration
of cases, their investigation
and maintenance of Law &
Order in Railway premises

as well as on running
trains with focus on sabo-
tage incidents, sharing of
intelligence. Effective
steps   are   being   under-
taken   to   prevent   such
incidents.   In   addition   to
above, specialized agencies
such as NIA, CBI are also
involved as per the sce-
nario.

• Besides Central &
State Intelligence agencies,
Intelligence unit of RPF  i.e.
CIB & SIB regularly sensi-
tized and instructed to col-
lect intelligence and take
necessary action in coordi-
nation with Police authori-
ties for detection and
prevention of sabotage at-
tempts.

To improve Safety in
train operations, several
measures have been taken
by Indian Railways. As a
consequence of various
safety measures taken over
the years, there has been a
steep decline in the num-
ber of accidents. Conse-
quential Train Accidents
have reduced from 135 in
2014-15 to 31 in 2024-25
as shown in the graph
below.

It may be noted that the
Consequential Train Acci-
dents during the period
2004-14 was 1711 (aver-
age 171 per annum), which
has declined to 31 in 2024-
25 and further to 11 in
2025-26 (upto November,
2025).

MI News Service, Srinagar:
Former Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister and
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) chief Mehbooba
Mufti has alleged that, ac-
cording to the new UMEED
database, 3.55 lakh Waqf
properties are ‘missing’
nationwide.

Mehbooba Mufti said
on X on Friday, “Over 3.55
lakh Waqf properties are
missing nationwide with
J&K alone losing 7,240 en-
tries in the new UMEED
database. These gaps raise
serious questions about
transparency and protec-
tion of Waqf assets. With a
pattern of violence, demo-
litions and disenfranchise-
ment the erosion of Waqf
land feels like the latest
blow against the Muslims
.Where does this end?”

She also attached a
screenshot of the new

UMEED database, which
shows the difference be-
tween figures posted on
December 9, 2024 and De-
cember 6, 2025.

The UMEED database
shows the difference be-
tween the Waqf properties
as they existed last year
and this year.

According to the
screenshot posted by
Mufti, except for Maha-

rashtra, Andaman & Nico-
bar islands, Delhi, Bihar
and Telangana, where the
Waqf properties show an
increase over last year, all
other states and union ter-
ritories show a negative
difference, conveying an
impression about the Waqf
properties having drasti-
cally been reduced in one
year The highest increase
in these properties is

shown in Maharashtra,
where the Waqf properties
have increased over 
the last year by a differ-
ence of 26,238. In Bihar,
both Sunni and Shia Mus-
lim properties have regis-
tered an increase over the
last year.

Sunni Waqf properties
in Bihar have increased by
3117, while Shia Muslim
Waqf properties have in-
creased by 3,470 over the
last year. The maximum
‘disappearance’ is shown
in the Waqf properties of
Uttar Pradesh, and the
minimum by Chandigarh.

In Uttar Pradesh, Shia
Muslim Waqf properties
have come down by 8,901,
and Sunni Muslim Waqf
properties have been re-
duced by 1,30,816. In the
case of Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Waqf properties
have come down by 7,240.

3.55 lakh Waqf properties missing
from UMEED portal: Mehbooba Mufti

Railway Safety at Record High: Annual Accidents Re-
duce from 171 (2004–14 Avg.) to 11 in 2025–26 So Far

MI News Service, Delhi:
The Delhi High Court on
Thursday strongly ob-
served that neither the
accused nor the victims
of the February 2020
North-East Delhi riots
have approached the
court seeking reinvestigation or challeng-
ing the chargesheets filed by Delhi Police.

Instead, the pleas for a Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT), commission of in-
quiry, fact-finding committee, or action
against police and political leaders are
being filed by “outsiders” with no direct
stake. “Persons against whom charge
sheets have been filed have not come to
the court saying that the investigation is
bad and it be reinvestigated. Neither the
victims have come.

It is the outsiders who are coming and
making such prayers,” a Division Bench
of Justices Vivek Chaudhary and Manoj
Jain remarked while hearing a batch of
petitions related to the riots. The court
questioned why, in over five years, the pe-
titioners had not approached the con-
cerned magisterial courts with requests
for further investigation or transfer of
probe to another agency.

When Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind’s counsel
cited news reports and a Minority Com-
mission report as evidence of alleged 
police bias, the Bench asked, “Show 
us that the police is partial. No victim 
has come forward and said so. Under
which law can we take these news 
reports as evidence?”

The court also noted
that a similar petition,
based on identical mate-
rial, is already pending
before the Supreme
Court and questioned the
need for parallel pro-
ceedings in two courts.

The matter has been posted for further
arguments on 15 December 2025. The
2020 riots, triggered amid protests
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
claimed 53 lives and injured around 700
people.

Delhi Police have registered 757 
FIRs, formed three SITs under the 
Crime Branch, and maintained that the
violence was the result of a “well-planned
conspiracy” rather than spontaneous
clashes. They have denied any complicity
by their personnel or evidence of instiga-
tion by political leaders. Pending petitions
include demands for an NIA probe under
UAPA, registration of FIRs against 
BJP leaders Anurag Thakur, Kapil
Mishra, Parvesh Verma and Abhay Verma
for alleged hate speeches, and counter-
pleas seeking action against Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, AAP leaders,
Umar Khalid, Harsh Mander, Swara
Bhasker and others.

With investigation ongoing in 273
cases and trials pending in 250, the High
Court’s observations have put the spot-
light on the locus standi of petitioners
who are neither accused nor direct vic-
tims of the communal violence.

MI News Service, Rampur:
In a significant legal and
political victory, senior
Samajwadi Party leader
and former Uttar Pradesh
minister Azam Khan was
acquitted on Thursday by a
special MP/MLA court in
Rampur in a controversial
2017 case accusing him of
making derogatory re-
marks against the Indian
Army.

The case stemmed
from a complaint filed on
30 June 2017 by BJP
leader and current Ram-
pur Sadar MLA Akash Sax-
ena. Saxena alleged that
during the 2017 Assembly
election campaign, Khan,
while addressing party
workers at the Samajwadi
Party office, made highly

objectionable comments
insulting Indian soldiers.

An FIR was registered
at Civil Lines police station,
Rampur, and a
chargesheet was subse-
quently filed. After nearly
eight years of trial in the
Special Magistrate Court
for MP/MLA cases, the
court ruled that the prose-
cution failed to produce
sufficient evidence to prove
the charges beyond rea-
sonable doubt.

Examining witnesses,
documents and arguments
from both sides, the judge
held that the allegations
remained unsubstantiated,
leading to Khan’s clean ac-
quittal. Khan appeared via
video conferencing during
the pronouncement.

Reacting to the verdict,
Khan’s counsel Moham-
mad Arfeen told reporters,
“The case was completely
baseless and politically mo-
tivated from day one.

The court has vindi-
cated our stand that there
was no credible evidence
against Azam Khan. This
acquittal exposes how false
cases were foisted on him.”

The verdict comes as a
major relief for the veteran
leader, who has faced over
a hundred cases in recent
years, many of them filed
after the Yogi Adityanath
government came to power
in 2017. While Khan has
secured acquittals in sev-
eral matters, dozens of
cases are still pending. Po-
litically, the timing is cru-
cial with Uttar Pradesh
panchayat polls round the
corner and assembly elec-
tions due in 2027.

The decision is ex-
pected to boost Samajwadi
Party morale in Rampur
and western UP, where
Azam Khan, despite pro-
longed legal battles and
imprisonment in some
cases, continues to com-
mand significant influence
among Muslim and back-
ward community voters. —
With Agencies Inputs

“Neither victims nor accused complaining”: Delhi 
HC slams outsiders’ pleas in 2020 riots cases

Azam Khan acquitted in 2017 ‘anti-Army 
remark’ case after eight-year trial

MI News Service, Yangon: A total of 62 people were killed
and 319 were injured in 170 traffic accidents on Myan-
mar's Yangon-Mandalay highway between January and
November this year, according to the highway traffic po-
lice force on Friday.

This marks a decrease in accidents, fatalities and in-
juries compared with the same period last year, which
recorded 189 accidents, resulting in 87 deaths and 338
injuries, an official from the highway traffic police force
told Xinhua. During this period, the traffic accidents also
caused damage estimated at over 852 million kyats
(about 405,714 U.S. dollars), he said.

The 587 km Yangon-Mandalay expressway connects
the country's commercial city of Yangon and the second-
largest city of Mandalay.

MI News Service, Beirut:
Israeli warplanes on Fri-
day launched a series of
airstrikes on several areas
in eastern and southern
Lebanon, according to the
Lebanese National News
Agency.

The agency reported
that "enemy warplanes"
conducted four airstrikes
on the Al-Mahmoudieh
and Al-Jarmaq areas,
along with strikes on other
areas in southern
Lebanon. Additionally, four
more airstrikes struck
Wadi Zlayya in western
Bekaa, located in eastern
Lebanon.

The Israeli army an-
nounced that it struck a
Hezbollah "training and
qualification compound" in
southern Lebanon for the
second time in a week.

Avichay Adraee, the Is-
raeli army's spokesperson,
said in a statement on the
X platform that the army
"struck a short while ago a
training and qualification
compound used by Hezbol-
lah's Radwan Force to
train and prepare its mem-
bers."

The raids come as Is-
rael continues its attacks
on Lebanon despite a
ceasefire agreement with
Hezbollah, brokered by the
United States and France,
in effect since Nov. 27,
2024.

The Israeli army peri-
odically carries out strikes
in Lebanon, which it says
are aimed at removing
Hezbollah "threats," and
maintains forces at five
main points in the
Lebanese border area. 

62 killed, 319 injured in Myanmar's Yangon-

Mandalay highway accidents in 11 months

Israel strikes targets in southern, eastern Lebanon

MI News Service, New Delhi: In
a significant interim order on
Friday, the Supreme Court
stayed the Kerala High Court’s
declaration that the 404.76-
acre Munambam land in Er-
nakulam district is not Waqf
property.

A Bench of Justices Manoj
Misra and Ujjal Bhuyan directed
that status quo be maintained
until the next hearing in the
week commencing 27 January
2026, while issuing notice in the
Special Leave Petition (SLP)
filed by Kerala Waqf Samrak-
shana Vedi.

The dispute originated from
a 1950 deed by Mohammed Sid-
hique Sait transferring the land
to the Farook College Managing
Committee. For decades, por-
tions were sold to individuals,
many from the Christian com-
munity, who built homes there.

In 2019, the Kerala State
Waqf Board suddenly declared
the entire tract Waqf property,
claiming the 1950 deed created
a Waqf rather than an ordinary
gift. This triggered widespread
protests and became a rallying
point during the passage of the
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025.

The Kerala Government ap-
pointed a one-member Commis-
sion of Inquiry under retired
Justice C.N. Ramachandran
Nair to examine the land’s sta-
tus.

When the Commission was
challenged, a Single Judge 
of the High Court quashed it,
holding that only the Waqf Tri-
bunal has jurisdiction. However,
a Division Bench overturned
this, restored the Commission,
and went further by declaring
the land was not Waqf property
at all.

The Supreme Court strongly
disapproved of the Division
Bench “travelling far beyond”
the scope of the writ petition,
which only challenged the Com-
mission’s formation.

Senior Advocate Huzefa Ah-
madi, appearing for the peti-
tioner, argued that interpreting
the 1950 deed and determining

whether it created a valid Waqf
falls exclusively within the Waqf
Tribunal’s jurisdiction, espe-
cially since related suits are
pending there.

He highlighted that a 1967
civil court decree (upheld by the
High Court in 1973) had already
held the deed to be a Waqf, and
Farook College never chal-
lenged it.The Bench agreed that
the High Court should have sim-
ply dismissed the writ as non-
maintainable instead of making
sweeping factual declarations
no party had sought.

Importantly, the Court did
not stay the High Court’s finding
upholding the State’s right to
constitute the Commission; only
the declaration that the land is
“not Waqf” has been stayed.

Residents, represented by
Senior Advocates V. Chitam-
baresh and Maninder Singh, op-
posed the SLP, claiming decades
of possession and prior civil de-
crees in their favour. The State
argued the petitioner was a
third party and the actual mu-
tawalli had not objected.

With the High Court’s “not
Waqf” declaration now sus-
pended, the land remains noti-
fied as Waqf property for the
time being.

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju
has already clarified that even
the new Waqf Amendment Act
will not retrospectively resolve
the Munambam dispute, leaving
the residents to fight their battle
in the Supreme Court.

The case will now be heard
after 27 January 2026, when
the Court is expected to decide
the larger questions of jurisdic-
tion between High Courts, Waqf
Tribunals, and Commissions of
Inquiry in such disputes. —
With Agencies Inputs

Eastern Railway Conducts Awareness Meet-
ing on Do’s & Don’ts of Track Maintenance

MI News Service, Kolkata, 12 Dec.25
: On 12th December 2025 (Friday),
Eastern Railway organized a compre-
hensive awareness meeting on “Do’s
& Don’ts of Track Maintenance” at the
New Conference Hall, 1st Floor, East-
ern Railway Headquarters, Kolkata.
The session was attended by all B & C
category SSE/JE/P.Way officials from
various divisions. These categories
had been finalized earlier based on
the work experience & knowledge.
The program aimed to enhance un-
derstanding of critical safety aspects
related to track maintenance and to
reinforce best practices among field
engineers. The meeting was held in
the esteemed presence of the Princi-
pal Chief Engineer, Eastern Railway,
along with other senior Heads of the
Engineering Department.

The gathering was also ad-
dressed by Shri Milind Deouskar,
General Manager, Eastern Railway,
who emphasized the importance of

continuous learning, adherence to
safety guidelines, and maintaining
high standards in track mainte-
nance to ensure smooth and safe
train operations.

On this occasion, a booklet on the
Do’s & Don’ts of important track
maintenance works was formally re-
leased by Shri Milind Deouskar. The
booklet includes a dedicated one-page
Do’s & Don’ts section for each key
maintenance item, designed to serve
as a ready reference for field supervi-
sors and engineers. Eastern Railway
remains committed to promoting
safety, improving operational reliabil-
ity, and strengthening the knowledge
base of its engineering workforce
through regular training and aware-
ness initiatives.

MI News Service, Bareilly: A court in
Bareilly on Thursday granted condi-
tional bail to Ittehad-e-Millat Council
chief Maulana Tauqeer Raza Khan
and one another, accused of instigat-
ing violence in Uttar Pradesh‘s over
“I Love Muhammad” posters, on fur-
nishing a bond of Rs 1 lakh each.

Sub-inspector Komal Kundu of
the Mahila Police station had regis-
tered a case against Tauqeer Raza,
Nadeem, and others on September
26. Additional District Government
Counsel (ADGC) Mahesh Singh
Yadav on Friday said that both the
accused had applied for a bail
through their lawyers in the court of
Special Judge (E C Act) Amrita
Shukla. While granting conditional
bail, the court stated that the ac-
cused will not be able to leave the
city without the permission of the in-
vestigating officer. If the accused do
not cooperate with the investigation,
the investigating officer will have the
right to file an application in court to
revoke their bail, he said.

Maulana Tauqeer Raza has been
granted bail in four cases so far, but
he will remain in jail, as his bail is

still pending in six other cases, he
said. Violence in Bareilly had al-
legedly erupted on September 26
over a dispute linked to “I Love
Muhammad” posters.

According to police, mobs gath-
ered at several locations in the city,
hurled petrol bombs at police per-
sonnel, resorted to stone-pelting and
firing, and looted weapons including
a riot-control gun. More than two
dozen police personnel were injured
in the unrest.

That night, 10 cases were regis-
tered across Kotwali, Baradari,
Premnagar, Cantt and Qila police
stations. Investigations in two key
cases registered at Kotwali and
Baradari were later transferred to
the crime branch.

Police said 19 accused were ini-
tially named in the case, while 55
more names surfaced during the
probe. Of these, a chargesheet has
been filed against 38 accused along
with evidence.

Raza is currently lodged in Fate-
hgarh jail, while Nafees and several
other accused are lodged in Bareilly
jail, police added.

UP court grants conditional bail to
Taqueer Raza in Bareilly riots

SC stays “not Waqf” declaration in Munam-
bam case; rebukes High Court for overreach

Hamas says it accepts pos-
sible int'l force in Gaza for
ceasefire monitoring only

MI News Service, GAZA: sen-
ior Hamas official said
Thursday that Palestinian
factions in Gaza have given
initial approval for a poten-
tial international force in the
territory, provided its man-
date is limited to "monitoring
the ceasefire and maintain-
ing a presence along the bor-
ders to separate the two
sides." Husam Badran, a
member of Hamas' political
bureau, told Xinhua that the
force's role should remain
"limited, clear, and agreed
upon," and must not under-
mine Palestinian national
decision-making. He noted
that most countries dis-
cussing the idea stressed the
need for Palestinian consent
before deployment. Badran
is referring to the Interna-
tional Stabilization Force, a
proposed multinational force
endorsed as part of a
broader peace plan and a
UN Security Council resolu-
tion in November.
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DUBAI : Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's
blistering 171 off 95 balls powered
India U19 to a commanding 234
run victory over UAE U19 in their
Asia Cup opener at the ICC
Academy on Friday.

Apart from Suryavanshi's
spectacular knock, Aaron George
(69) and Vihaan Malhotra (69)
contributed with crucial half-cen-
turies. Vedant Trivedi (38),
Abhigyan Kundu (32) and Kanishk
Chouhan (28) provided the finish-
ing touches to India U19 posting a
massive 433/6, the highest score
in tournament's history.

It's also India's highest total in
U19 ODIs and the third highest
ever score in men's U19 one day
cricket. Suryavanshi's knock was
laced with nine fours and 14 sixes
coming at a strike rate of 180. He
brought up his half-century in 30
balls, before getting his century in
just 56 deliveries and reaching his
150 in 84 balls.

His 14 sixes are the most by

any batter in the tournament's
history, going past Afghanistan's
Darwish Rasooli who struck 10
against UAE in 2017. In reply,
UAE made 199/7 in 50 overs, with
Uddish Suri's unbeaten 78 and
Prithvi Madhu's fifty being the
lone resistance acts for the hosts.
India U19 will next face Pakistan
U19 in their group stage clash on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, Pakistan U19
launched their campaign with a
crushing 297 run win over
Malaysia at The Sevens Stadium.
Centuries from Ahmed Hussain
and debutant Sameer Minhas
powered the side to 345/3 before
the bowlers bundled Malaysia out
for just 48 in 19.4 overs.

Minhas was the star of the
show with an unbeaten 177 off
148 balls, striking 11 fours and
eight sixes to claim the Player of
the Match honour. He shared a
mammoth 293 run stand with
Hussain, who made 132 off 114

deliveries, and ensured Pakistan's
dominance from the outset.

Malaysia never recovered from
early blows in the chase, as Ali
Raza struck with the new ball to
finish with 3-11, while
Mohammad Sayyam also took
three wickets and Daniyal Ali
Khan and Niqab Shafiq chipped in
to complete a resounding win for
Pakistan U19.

Brief Scores: India U19 433/6
in 50 overs (Vaibhav Suryavanshi
171, Vihaan Malhotra 69; Yug
Sharma 2-75, Uddish Suri 2-77)
beat UAE U19 199/7 in 50 overs
(Uddish Suri 78 not out, Prithvi
Madhu 50; Deepesh Devendran
2/21, Henil Patel 1/31) by 234 runs

Pakistan 345/3 in 50 overs
(Sameer Minhas 177 not out,
Ahmed Hussain 132;
Nagineswaran Sathnakumaran 2-
91) beat Malaysia 48 all out in
19.4 overs (Deaaz Patro 9; Ali
Raza 3-11, Mohammad Sayyam 3-
27) by 297 runs

Vinesh Phogat reverses
retirement, says 'stepping
back toward LA28' 
NEW DELHI : India's ace wrestler Vinesh Phogat, who announced
her retirement hours after her disqualification from the Paris
Olympics 2024, has reversed her decision to retire and announced
that she would return to the mat as she set her sights on the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics. 

Vinesh took to social media on Friday to announce her decision
that "I still want to compete" with a heart "that's unafraid and a spir-
it that refuses to bow."

"People kept asking if Paris was the end. For a long time, I didn't
have the answer. I needed to step away from the mat, from the pres-
sure, from the expectations, even from my own ambitions," Vinesh
said in a statement.

"For the first time in years, I allowed myself to breathe. I took
time to understand the weight of my journey: the highs, the heart-
breaks, the sacrifices, the versions of me the world never saw. And
somewhere in that reflection, I found the truth, I still love this sport.
I still want to compete.

"In that silence, I found something I'd forgotten: 'the fire never
left'. It was only buried under exhaustion and noise. The discipline,
the routine, the fight... it's in my system. No matter how far I walked
away, a part of me stayed on the mat.

"So here I am, stepping back toward LA28 with a heart that's
unafraid and a spirit that refuses to bow. And this time, I'm not walk-
ing alone; my son is joining my team, my biggest motivation, my lit-
tle cheerleader on this road to the LA Olympics."

Vinesh made history in Paris by becoming the first Indian woman
wrestler to reach the final at the Olympics. Her landmark run includ-
ed a stunning win over Japan's four-time world champion Yui
Susaki.

But her redemption story, following a disappointing performance
in the Tokyo Olympics, ended in heartbreak as she was disqualified
from the competition after she was found overweight in the second
weigh-in on the morning of the final.

However, she appealed against her Olympic disqualification with
the Court of Arbitration for Sports (CAS) and demanded a joint silver
medal in the 50kg weight category.

But, the Ad-Hoc Division of the CAS dismissed Vinesh's petition
against her disqualification, shattering her dream of clinching her
maiden Olympic medal.

Later, Vinesh along with Bajrang Punia, joined the Congress in
the run-up to the 2024 Haryana Assembly elections, where she won
from the Julana constituency in Jind, defeating the BJP's Yogesh
Bajrangi.

PUNE : Haryana opened their
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy Super
League campaign with a com-
manding seven wicket win over
Rajasthan, while Kumar
Kushagra slammed an unbeaten
86 to help Jharkhand chase
down a massive 236 against a
formidable Punjab.

At the MCA Stadium, fast
bowlers Anshul Kamboj and
Ishant Bhardwaj set the tone by
sharing four wickets between
themselves to restrict Rajasthan
to 132/8. In reply, captain Ankit
Kumar's fluent 41 ball 60 sealed
the chase with 22 balls to spare.

After electing to field first,
Haryana made immediate
inroads as Rajasthan lost four
wickets inside the PowerPlay.
Kunal Singh Rathore fell cheap-
ly, while Deepak Hooda was run
out without scoring in bizarre
fashion.

Shubham Garhwal's 33 and
Mahipal Lomror's unbeaten 37
offered resistance, while Rahul
Chahar chipped in with 20 runs
down the order. But the innings
never recovered from the early
collapse. Kamboj and Bhardwaj
finished with identical figures of

2-24.
Chasing 133, Haryana's top

order ensured there were no
early setbacks. Ankit forged
stands of 37, 52 and 40 with
Aarsh Ranga, Yashvardhan
Dalal and Himanshu Rana
to keep the scoreboard
moving. His knock, laced
with eight fours and a six,
was his third fifty of the tour-
nament as Haryana cruised
home in a modest chase.

Meanwhile, at the DY Patil
Academy in Ambi, Jharkhand

scripted history by overhaul-
ing Punjab's 235/6 and set a
new record for the highest
ever chase in the history of
the competition.
Kushagra's unbeaten 86
came off 42 balls, as

Jharkhand romped home
with six wickets in hand and

11 balls to spare.
Punjab's innings was built

around a blistering knock from
wicketkeeper batter Salil Arora,
who smashed 125 off just 45
deliveries, including reaching
his hundred in 39 balls. After
his fireworks, Jharkhand's
response was equally emphatic.

Skipper Ishan Kishan struck
47 off 23 balls to set the tone for
the successful chase, before
Kushagra stitched crucial part-
nerships with him, Anukul Roy
and Pankaj Kumar to secure
Jharkhand's eighth consecutive
win in the tournament.

Brief Scores: Rajasthan 132/8
in 20 overs (Mahipal Lomror 37
not out, Shubham Garhwal 33;
Anshul Kamboj 2-24, Ishant
Bhardwaj 2-24) lost to Haryana
133/3 in 16.2 overs (Ankit
Kumar 60, Arsh Ranga 27;
Rahul Chahar 1-17) by seven
wickets

Punjab 235/6 in 20 overs
(Salil Arora 125 not out, Naman
Dhir 27; Sushant Mishra 2-47,
Bal Krishna 2-66) lost to
Jharkhand 237/4 in 18.1 overs
(Kumar Kushagra 86, Ishan
Kishan 47; Ramandeep Singh 1-
37, Sanvir Singh 1-40) by six
wickets

PUNE : Haryana opened their
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy Super
League campaign with a com-
manding seven wicket win over
Rajasthan, while Kumar
Kushagra slammed an unbeaten
86 to help Jharkhand chase down
a massive 236 against a formida-
ble Punjab.

At the MCA Stadium, fast
bowlers Anshul Kamboj and
Ishant Bhardwaj set the tone by
sharing four wickets between
themselves to restrict Rajasthan
to 132/8. In reply, captain Ankit
Kumar's fluent 41 ball 60 sealed
the chase with 22 balls to spare.

After electing to field first,
Haryana made immediate inroads
as Rajasthan lost four wickets
inside the PowerPlay. Kunal Singh
Rathore fell cheaply, while Deepak
Hooda was run out without scor-
ing in bizarre fashion.

Shubham Garhwal's 33 and
Mahipal Lomror's unbeaten 37

offered resistance, while Rahul
Chahar chipped in with 20 runs
down the order. But the innings
never recovered from the early
collapse. Kamboj and Bhardwaj
finished with identical figures of
2-24.

Chasing 133, Haryana's top
order ensured there were no early
setbacks. Ankit forged stands of
37, 52 and 40 with Aarsh Ranga,
Yashvardhan Dalal and Himanshu
Rana to keep the scoreboard mov-
ing. His knock, laced with eight
fours and a six, was his third fifty
of the tournament as Haryana
cruised home in a modest chase.

Meanwhile, at the DY Patil
Academy in Ambi, Jharkhand
scripted history by overhauling
Punjab's 235/6 and set a new
record for the highest ever chase
in the history of the competition.
Kushagra's unbeaten 86 came
off 42 balls, as Jharkhand
romped home with six wickets in

hand and 11 balls to spare.
Punjab's innings was built

around a blistering knock from
wicketkeeper batter Salil Arora,
who smashed 125 off just 45
deliveries, including reaching
his hundred in 39 balls. After his
fireworks, Jharkhand's response
was equally emphatic.

Skipper Ishan Kishan struck
47 off 23 balls to set the tone for
the successful chase, before
Kushagra stitched crucial part-
nerships with him, Anukul Roy
and Pankaj Kumar to secure
Jharkhand's eighth consecutive
win in the tournament.

Brief Scores: Rajasthan 132/8
in 20 overs (Mahipal Lomror 37
not out, Shubham Garhwal 33;
Anshul Kamboj 2-24, Ishant
Bhardwaj 2-24) lost to Haryana
133/3 in 16.2 overs (Ankit
Kumar 60, Arsh Ranga 27;
Rahul Chahar 1-17) by seven
wickets.

SOUTHAMPTON : Australia duo Michael
Neser and Jake Lehmann will join
Hampshire for the 2026 County
Championship season. Neser, fresh from
taking a five-wicket haul in the recent
Ashes win in Brisbane, is set to feature
in the first six Championship matches
before the T20 Blast.

Neser, 35, took 13 wickets for
Hampshire in 2024 across eight matches
in the county championship and T20
blast. "In Michael Neser and Jake
Lehmann, we have two players who
have the ability to make a significant
impact. Michael brings valuable runs
alongside his quality with the ball - he
will partner Kyle Abbott as one of our
overseas players," said Giles White,
Director of Cricket at Hampshire, in a
statement.

Meanwhile, Lehmann, the son of for-
mer Australia player and current
Northamptonshire head coach Darren
Lehmann, has signed a two year all for-
mat deal with the club. He has scored
5,684 runs in 97 first-class cricket
games for South Australia with 16 cen-
turies against his name.

In the ongoing Sheffield Shield,
Lehmann is South Australia's leading

run scorer and has the third-most runs
of anyone in the competition with 426
runs. He has also scored two centuries
and one fifty (96 v Western Australia) in
his ten innings so far.

"Jake is in outstanding form and is
the leading run scorer in Shield cricket
over the past 18 months. With a British
passport, he is eligible to play as a local-
ly qualified player, allowing flex in
strengthening the squad. Both players
possess a great attitude and bring quali-
ty and experience; it's a great boost as
we look to finalise our plans ahead of
2026," added White.

Last season, Lehmann scored 750
runs, including a century in the final, to
take South Australia to their first
Sheffield Shield title since 1995/96. He
has previously featured in eight county
matches across short stints with
Yorkshire in 2016, where he averaged
54.85, and Lancashire in 2019; he
scored 419 runs with two fifties and one
hundred.

"I'm excited to join Hampshire on a
two-year deal, it's great to return to
county cricket. Hampshire has a fantas-
tic history of Australian players and to
follow in the footsteps of Shane Warne,
Matthew Hayden and the like is really
special. I look forward to joining up with
the team at Utilita Bowl and hopefully
contributing to the trophy cabinet,"
added Lehmann.

MUMBAI : The Indian women's kabaddi
team was felicitated by the Pro Kabaddi
League (PKL) on Friday after their tri-
umphant return from Dhaka,
Bangladesh, where they clinched the
Women's Kabaddi World Cup on
November 24. India defeated Chinese
Taipei 35-28 in the final to secure their
second consecutive World Cup title, reaf-
firming their dominance in the sport. 

India remained unbeaten through
the tournament, sweeping all their group
matches before defeating Iran 33-21 in
the semi-final. Chinese Taipei, also
unbeaten in their group, entered the
final after overcoming hosts Bangladesh
25-18.

PKL chairman and business head of
Mashal Sports, Anupam Goswami,
underlined the long-term vision for
women's kabaddi, "The federation's
commitment - especially in bringing
back the Women's World Cup after 12
years shows that the sport is moving
firmly in the right direction. This World
Cup trophy is more than a win; it is a
shared responsibility for all of us as we
look ahead."

"When we think about a Women's

Kabaddi League, rushing it isn't the
answer. We need to build it the right way
- with players who truly want to be part
of it, with a model that makes commer-
cial sense, and with a structure that can
support women's kabaddi for the long
run", he added.

Head coach V. Tejeswini Bai high-
lighted the team's evolution and prepa-
ration, saying, "This is the third time I've
been part of a coaching setup that has
won a medal, and every single one of
them feels incredibly special. I'm proud

not just of the result, but of the journey
this group has taken… What you're see-
ing in this victory is the result of months
and months of disciplined preparation."

Skipper Ritu Negi spoke about the
team's unity and resolve, said, "In the
last match I wasn't able to play much
because of my injury, and of course that
was frustrating. 

But our team is bigger than any one
player. What matters is that our players
stepped up and executed exactly what
was needed.

U19 Asia Cup: Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's
171 sets up India's huge win over UAE

ODISHA MASTERS:

UNNATI, TASNIM AND

ROUNAK ENTER SEMIS
CUTTACK : Unnati Hooda,
Tasnim Mir, Isharani Baruah,
Kiran George and Rounak
Chouhan all continued their
strong run at the Odisha
Masters to secure semi-finals
spots on Friday. 

In men's singles second
seed Kiran George stayed solid
with a commanding 21-11, 21-
17 win over Rithvik Sanjeevi in
33 minutes. He will next face
Rounak Chouhan, who contin-
ued his strong surge by upset-
ting seventh seed and compatri-
ot Sankar Muthusamy
Subramanian 21-19, 22-20 in a
tight 41-minute battle.
Indonesia's Muhamad Yusuf got
the better of top seed Tharun
Mannepalli 21-9, 22-20 in 49
minutes. The women's singles
quarterfinals also saw shocks,
with Tanya Hemanth defeating
third seed and World Junior
Championships silver medallist
Tanvi Sharma 21-18, 21-17 in
39 minutes to reach the semifi-
nals. She will face fellow Indian
Isharani Baruah, who has been
in top form this week. Baruah,
who began her campaign with a
major upset over second seed
Pornpicha Choeikeewong and
received a walkover in the next
round, extended her fine run by
beating sixth seed Anmol Kharb
21-16, 21-14 in 41 minutes.

Top seed Unnati Hooda
maintained her dominance with
a 21-16, 21-15 win over
Anupama Upadhyaya and
advanced to the semifinals.
Tasnim Mir also produced a
strong performance, easing
past seventh seed Tung Ciou-
Tong of Chinese Taipei to com-
plete an all-Indian semifinals
lineup in women's singles-
assuring India multiple medals.

In women's doubles,
Ashwini Bhat and Shikha
Gautam delivered a strong per-
formance to outplay sixth seeds
Kavipriya Selvam and Simran
Singhi 21-12, 21-14 and secure
a semifinal berth. However, in
men's doubles, pairs Bhargav
Ram Arigela/Viswa Tej Gobburu
and Pruthvi Krishnamurthy/Sai
Pratheek fell to their respective
opponents.

In mixed doubles, Sathwik
Reddy Kanapuram and Reshika
Uthayasooryan advanced with a
confident 21-15, 21-19 win over
Indonesia's Nawaf
Khoiriyansyah and Nahya
Muhyifa in 38 minutes. The
fourth-seeded duo of Ashith
Surya and Amrutha
Pramuthesh, however, suffered
a defeat to Thailand's Tanadon
Punpanich and Fungfa
Korpthammakit, going down
21-7, 21-8.

SMAT: Haryana defeats Rajasthan, Kushagra
helps Jharkhand chase down 236 against Punjab
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AT THE MCA
STADIUM, FAST BOWLERS

ANSHUL KAMBOJ AND ISHANT
BHARDWAJ SET THE TONE BY

SHARING FOUR WICKETS
BETWEEN THEMSELVES TO

RESTRICT RAJASTHAN 
TO 132/8.

Neser and Lehmann to join Hampshire
for next year's county championship

PKL HONOUR INDIAN WOMEN'S
KABADDI WC WINNERS


